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Burundi Cameroon 

Spats thee Gatie Cintas Gages Greadeasing Comssenns Deny Uilied, 06 tajared ts Pele Clash 

a wena es a tars 


{FBIS Translated Text) Bujumbura, | Mar (AFP) — 
A new radio station, Umwizero ("Hope” in Kirundi, 
the Burundian language), initiated by the Association 
for Humanitarian Action, which is chaired by Bernard 
Kouchner, has been broadcasting in Burundi since 19 
February, 't was disclosed today by its director. Many 
Burundians refer to it as “Radio Kouchner,” but its 
staff insist that it is independent. "We are fighting to 
" Hurbert Vieille, 


minister for Humanitarian Action, had been talking 
about setting up this radio station right from the 
beginning of last year, when he visited the agitated 
Bujumbura suburbs. 

Today, located in a building in central Bujumbura, the 
radio broadcasts four hours a day in FM, from 1500 
to 1900, Monday to Saturday, in Kirundi, Swahili, and 
French. The staff, comprising about 15 people, has 
three Europeans — French nationals — while the other 
members are Burundian, with the exception of one 


F 


Three news casts alternate with magazine programs, two 
—E which we produced locally by the Umwizero staff — 

Racines” (Roots) and “On avance” (Moving Forward], 
and music. The main objective of the radio station is to 
be “a positive media of peace,” unlike the “hate media,” 
which have fanned the flames that tore Rwandans apart 
before and during the 1994 massacres, and which have 
not spared Burundi. 


Radio Umwizero, explained Hubert Vieille, “intends to 
promote all actions of rapprochement and reconciliation, 
in a country torn apart by ethnic divisions.” "We give 
air time to all those who undertake actions, work on the 
ground, and have initiative,” he added. “We are neither 
pro-Huty nor pro-Tutsi, we are pro-Burundian.” 


[From the "Focus on Africa” program) 


[FBIS Transcribed Text) There has been an eruption of 
violence in the Port of Limbe in southwest Cameroon. 
It began as a protest march yesterday by supporters 
of the opposition Social Democratic Front, SDF. They 
are angry over President Biya's decision to appoint 
government delegates over local opposition mayors who 
were elected in January. The protest turned nasty when 
the demonstrators clashed with armed police. At least 
four people were killed and 16 injured. From Yaounde, 
Victor Apie Ngome reports: 


[Begin Ngome recording] According to eyewitness 
sources from Limbe, the SDF militants had marched 
to the senior divisional office to find out the outcome of 
their letter to government protesting the appointment of 
a CPDM [Cameroon People’s Democratic Movement] 
delegate to the Limbe urban council. Not finding the 
administrative officer on seat, the crowd were marching 
back to the initial assembly point when they were met by 
a truckload of armed gendarmes. One of the gendarmes 
opened fire on the crowd, killing what the sources say 
was a Nigerian trader in a roadside market as well as an 
old woman. At this point, another gendarme in the same 
contingent shouted at his colleague: The instruction was 
that we should fire into the air. Why are you firing into 
the crowd? And shot him dead. 


Sensing the division within the ranks of the security 
forces, the crowd ran amok and fought back with 
machetes they grabbed from the nearby market stalls. 
A second gendarme was killed in the scuffle. The 
Limbe general hospital confirmed having admitted 16 
people injured from the fighting, four of them with 
bullet wounds. The 16 also include a gendarme officer. 
Later on, security forces are said to have raided the 
Limbe office of the SDF, taking away computers and 
documents. Some 40 SDF members are now also 
reported to be under arrest in Boya. A similar protest 
march was held earlier in Koumba town and there are 
unconfirmed reports that the new government delegate’ s 
car was burned down. The government delegate in 
Bamenda has since fled and is suspected to be hiding in 
Yaounde. 


Meanwhile, yesterday, President Biya sacked Jean 
Fochive as national security boss, replacing him with 
Luke Lowe, a former governor. No reason was given 
for the sacking, but it is believed to be connected with 
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growing insecurity in the country a few months to the 
holding of the OAU summit in Yaounde. For several 
months, diplomats in Yaounde have been complaining 
to the government about the degenerating security 
situation. At least two of them are reported to have 
been killed in the last year and many more have come 
under attack by bandits, but there are also speculations 
that Fochive may have resigned following the recent 
death of his wife. In fact, he ran for the post of mayor 
in his home council at the recent municipal elections, 
indicating that he was foreseeing and imminent end to 
his career as security chief. [end recording) 


Cape Verde 


Cape Verde: Prime Minister Announces New 
Government 


ABO103213096 Paris AFP in French 
1921 GMT | Mar 96 


[FBIS Translated Text) Praia, 1 Mar (AFP) — Here is 
the composition of the new government of Cape Verde 
following a cabinet reshuffle announced today in Praia 
by Prime Minister Carlos Veiga: 


Prime Minister Veiga, Carlos Alberto Wahnon 
de Carvalho 

Minister of Foreign Affairs and Lapes, Amilcar Spencer 

Communities 

Minister of Justice & Internal Simao Monteiro, Rodrigues 

wit 

Minister of Education, Science, Livramento, Jose Luis 

& Culture 

Minister of Health & Social Medina, Joao 

Promotioa 

Minster of Defense & Fernandes, Ulpio 

Chairman of the Council of 

Miasters 

Minister for the Sea Semedo, Helena 

Minister of Agriculture, Food Monteiro, Jose Antonio Pinto 

& Eaviroament 

Minister of Youth, Sports, dos Reis, Jose Antonio 

& Communcaton 

Minister of Transport & Silva, Teofilo Figueiredo 

Infrastructures 

Miasster of Economic do Rasano, Gualberto 

Coord;aatoa 

Secretary of State for Foreign Jesus, Jose Lui⸗ 

Affairs & Cooperation 

Secretary of State for Culture Deigado, Antonio Jorge 
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Prime Minister Veiga, Carlos Albeuw //ahnoa 
de Carvalho 
Secretary of State for Youth & Osorio, Victor 
Sports 
Secretary of State for Almeida, Paula 
Administrative Reforms 
Secretary of State for Finance Silva, Ulysses 
Chad 


Chad: Former Prime Minister Detained, Questioned 


AB0303193596 Libreville Africa No. 1 in French 
1215 GMT 3 Mar 96 


(FBIS Translated Text] Nuradeen Delwa Kassire 
Koumakoye, former Chadian prime minister, was 
picked up for questioning in Ndjamena, the capital, 
yesterday ty security forces and detained at the 
gendarmerie headquarters. The security forces also 
searched the residence of the former prime minister 
early yesterday afternoon. Mr. Koumakoye is the leader 
of a political party, the National Rally for Democracy 
and Progress. The security forces are said to have 
seized 40 war weapons and five government vehicles in 
the former prime minister's residence during the search 


operation. 
Gabon 


Gabon: Angola’s Dos Santos, Savimbi Meet in 
Libreville 


MBO0103133496 Luanda Radio Nacional Network 
in Portuguese 1220 GMT 1 Mar 96 


{Report by correspondent Alves Antonio in Libreville] 


(FBIS Translated Excerpt] Angolan President Jose Ed- 
uardo dos Santos arrived in Libreville today. Our Libre- 
ville correspondent filed this report from Libreville: 


[Begin Antonio recording) President Jose Eduardo dos 
Santos was welcomed at Libreville’s International Air- 
port by Gabonese President Omar Bongo. In a pleasant 
surprise, Jonas Savimbi was at the airport to welcome 
the president of all Angolans. Jonas Savimbi also shook 
hands with General Joao de Matos, chief of staff of the 
Angolan Armed Forces [FAA]. 


President Jose Eduardo dos Santos then met President 
Omar Bongo at the presidential palace for about 10 
minutes. A subsequent meeting was held at which 
Presidents Jose Eduardo dos Santos and Omar Bongo, 
as well as Jonas Savimbi and Alioune Blondin Beye, 
were present. Afterward, President Dos Santos began a 
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meeting with the leader of the National Union for the 
Total Independence of Angola. [end recording] 


Meanwhile, a report just in says the meeting between 
Dos Santos and Savimbi has ended. The two leaders are 
now meeting with President Omar Bongo and Alioune 
Blondin Beye. It is believed they are drafting the final 
communique. The Gabonese president is scheduled to 
make a statement soon. [passage omitted] 


Gabon: Dos Santos Assistant Delivers Communique 
After Savimbi Meeting 


MB0203150496 Luanda Radio Nacional Network 
in Portuguese 0600 GMT 2 Mar 96 


("Final communique" issued at the conclusion of An- 
golan President Dos Santos-UNITA leader Savimbi 
meeting in Libreville, Gabon, on 1 March — read by 
Dos Santos’ assistant Aldomiro Vaz da Conceicao] 


(FBIS Translated Text} Under the auspices of His Ex- 
cellency El Hadj Omar Bongo, president of the Repub- 
lic of Gabon, His Excellency Jose Eduardo dos Santos, 
president of the Republic of Angola, and His Excel- 
lency Jonas Malheiro Savimbi, president of the National 
Union for the Total Independence of Angoia [UNITA], 
held a working meeting in Libreville on | March that 
assessed the Lusaka Protocol's implementation. 


The meeting, which took place in an atmosphere of 
great understanding and cordiality, examined in depth 
the present developments and problems in the Angolan 
peace process. It assessed agreements made in previous 
meetings, nctably at the Franceville meeting. It also 
deliberated on the country’s immediate future. 


in view of the observed situation, the meeting decided 
to adopt a series of measures to speed up the Lusaka 
Protocol's implementation with a view to consolidating 
peace, national reconciliation, and political stability in 
the country. Within this framework, the meeting decided 
to finalize the process of completing the formation of 
the Angolan Armed Forces by June and establish a 
government of unity and national reconciliation between 
June and July. To this effect, UNITA already has 
presented the list of its cadres. 


The meeting also agreed that future meetings between 
the president of the Republic of Angola and the pres- 
ident of UNITA must be held in Angola, not failing 
to recognize the readiness of the Republic of Gabon to 
welcome future meetings. 


The president of the Republic of Angola and the presi- 
dent of UNITA expressed their gratitude for the efforts 
made by the United Nations, notably His Excellency 
Alioune Blondin Beye, special representative of the UN 
secretary general; the troika of observer countries in the 
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peace process; and the international community in gen- 
eral for reconciliation and stability in Angola. 


The president of the Republic of Angola and the 
president of UNITA expressed their deep gratitude 
to the president of the Republic of Gabon for his 
constant readiness and hospitality, as well as material 
and technical conditions, for the successful holding of 
this meeting. 


Gabon: Dos Santos, Savimbi Hold News Conference 
in Libreville 


MB0203155096 Luanda Radio Nacional Network 
in Portuguese 0600 GMT 2 Mar 96 


[FBIS Translated Text} Jose Eduardo dos Santos, pres- 
ident of the Republic of Angola, and Jonas Malheiro 
Savimbi, president of the National Union for the Total 
Independence of Angola [UNITA], held a news confer- 
ence in Libreville, Gabon, at the end of their summit 
meeting. One journalist asked President Jose Eduardo 
dos Santos if it was just another meetin; 


[Begin Dos Santos recording] We, the president of the 
Republic of Angola and UNITA leader Dr. Jonas Sav- 
imbi, do not replace the Joint Commission established 
by the Lusaka Protocol. The Joint Commission a few 
days approved ago a clear-cut timetable of actions to be 
carried out through 9 May, when the next UN Security 
Council meeting will be held. | am convinced that all 
the involved parties will do their best to implement this 
timetable (?with a view) to consolidating peace in the 
Republic of Angola. My optimism results from the fact 
that we observed a satisfactory implementation of the 
timetable approved in January. 


Having said this, | do not, however, in any way 
mean that these meetings between the president of 
the Republic of Angola and the UNITA leader are 
not useful. On the contrary, they are very useful. 
They are essential because they create an atmosphere 
of greater trust in the peace process and evidently 
contribute toward overcoming difficulties observed in 
implementing the Joint Commission's decisions. 


We discussed at length issues connected with the Armed 
Forces’ formation and contributed toward resolving 
some pending issues. It is evident we will continue 
to play a predominant role in the exercise of political 
reconciliauion in Angola. This political reconciliation, 
within the terms of the Lusaka Protocol, is evidenced by 
the establishment of a government of unity and national 
reconciliation. 


The final communique is clear in this regard. It states a 
government of unity and national reconciliation must be 
established between June and July. Implicitly, the posts 
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of vice presidents of the Republic will be created and 
filled, preceded by the relevant amendment of the Con- 
stitution. I believe we have made important decisions 
that, if implemented, can consolidaie peace and create 
more favorable conditions for national reconciliation. So 
we have been here combining efforts designed to facil- 
itate the Joint Commission's work. [end recording] 


UNITA President Jonas Savimbi said: 


(Begin Savimbi recording) With the president of the 
Republic of Gabon’s permission and the president of 
Republic of Angola's permission, I would like to 
the Angolan president clarify certain doubts. We 
four things I consider very important: 


ve the president the list of UNITA members 
join the government between June and July. 
president gave me a letter inviting the 
to be vice president. That is what is 
here. Third, we agreed on ways to finalize the 
Armed Forces’ formation, maintaining the dynamism of 
the confinement of UNITA forces, as we are now doing. 
Fourth, it is no secret that I asked the president that the 
government of national unity be broad, to enable us 
move beyond November without furtier uncertainties. 
We came up with dates between June and July. (end 
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Gabon: 16 UNITA Officers To Join Angola’s Top 
Miittary Structure 

MBO0203204696 Luanda TPA Television Network 

in Portuguese 1930 GMT 2 Mar 96 


(FBIS Translated Excerpt) The National Union for 
the Total Independence of Angola [UNITA) already 
has provided the list of its members who will join 
the government of unity and national reconciliation 
to be established between June and July. In addition, 
the military leaders from the government and UNITA 
already have reached an agreement on the number of 
generals who will join the single national army. A (otal 
of 16 UNITA generals will occupy leadership posts in 
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the Angolan Armed Forces’ senior structure. [passage 
omitted] 


Zaire 


Zaire: Trial Opens of Russian Pilots in Antonov 
Crash 


LD0403'10496 Paris Radio France International 
in French 0730 GMT 4 Mar 96 


[FBIS Translated Text] Two months ago, an Antonov- 
32 cargo plane crashed after taking off from Kinshasa 
and hit a market near the airport: 255 identified dead and 
175 injured was the incredible toll. The trial against the 
crew and two air-traffic controllers opens today. They 
are deemed responsible for this unbelievable incident, 
details of which are emerging today. Kibanbi Shintua 
reports: 


{Shintua} Four defendants will appear before the Combe 
court: the Russian pilot and co-pilot of the Antonov- 
32 and the two Zairian air-traffic controllers on duty 
on the day of the crash. The pilots have been charged 
with negligent behavior. One example: after missing 
the takeoff, they should have stopped the engines, but 
failed to do so, and the propellers caused many deaths, 
prosecutor Mokenge revealed. 


Why did the pilots commit such basic mistakes? Judicial 
sources hint at the fact that Orthodox Christmas — a 
big religious celebration in Russia — fell on the eve of 
the disaster. The two pilots may have been partying all 
night long. This would explain the postponement of the 
flight, scheduled for early in the morning. 


The air-traffic controllers were also negligent. They did 
not check the documents concerning the weight [of the 


plane) presented by the crew, the prosecution says. 


The defendants have all been charged with manslaugh- 
ter. The pilots face a maximum of two years in jail and 
the air-traffic controllers up to six months, according to 
Zairian criminal code. 
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Eritrea 


Eritrea: Foreign Minister on Hanish Island 
Dispute, Arab Relations 


96AF0027A London AL-MAJALLAH in Arabic 
11-17 Feb 96 pp 34-35 


(Interview with Eritrean Foreign Minister Petros 
Solomon by Lutfi Shattarah; place and date not given: 
“The Arab League Poured Oil on the Hanish Fire") 


(FBIS Translaied Text] There is a new development 
in the crisis between Yemen and Eritrea after Eritrean 
forces seized control of the Red Sea island of Hanish 
al-Kabir on 15 December. Yemen has accused Asmara 
of expelling its ambassador, Ahmad ‘Abdallah al-Basha, 
despite the assurances of sources in the Eritrean Foreign 
Ministry to AL-MAJALLAH that Yemen asked the 
Eritrean authorities to withdraw its ambassador, as 
it wished to replace him with another. For its part, 
however, Yemen asserts that Asmara asked it to be 
quick in withdrawing its ambassador, accusing him of 
being an obstacle to current efforts to solve the dispute 
between the two countries peacefully. 


While French mediation has begun a new phase to 
complete what Egypt and Ethiopia did to relieve the 
crisis, diplomatic sources in Sanaa said that there 
are Eritrean preparations and troop concentrations on 
Hanish, and in the ports of Massawa and Assab, as a 
precaution against any Yemeni attempt to retake the 
island by force. 


Eritrean Foreign Minister Petros Solomon, however, 
says in an interview with AL-MAJALLAH that Yemen 
is escalating its position toward a military confrontation, 
after its warplanes circled over Hanish al-Kabir on 24 
January. The minister reaffirmed Eritrea’s claim not 
only on the island his country’s forces seized, but to all 
the islands of the Hanish Archipelago. He revealed that 
Sanaa had made new demands, claiming sovereignty 
over the Zula Block and the Dahlak Archipelago, which 
is under Eritrean sovereignty. The Eritrean minister did 
not deny the Eritrean forces’ use of Israeli military boats 
in equipping his country’s forces with weapors from 
various sources. AL-MAJALLAH contacted Yemeni 
Foreign Minister ‘Abd-al-Karim al-Iryani and asked for 
his view of the negotiations with Eritrea and the future 
of Hanish, but he declined to speak at the present time. 
Here is the text of the interview with the Eritrean foreign 
minister 


{Shattarah}] What are the latest developments in the 
crisis with Yemen regarding the island of Hanish al- 
Kabir? 


(Petros} The crisis, while it broke out in Hanish, is 
not limited to Hanish. As we have continually and 
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repeatedly said, it extends to all the islands of the Hanish 
and Zugar Archipelago. To answer the first part of the 
question, let me say there are intense efforts on the part 
of Ethiopia, Egypt, and France with the aim of defusing 
the crisis, so that both sides in conflict might go to the 
International Court so the rightful owner can have its 
rights restored, with the crisis settled once and .or all. 


{Shattarah}] Why does Eritrea reject direct negotia( ons 
with Yemen to end the dispute, especially as the two 
countries used to be joined by strong fraternal relations? 


[Petros] Eritrea has not rejected direct dialogue with 
Yemen, On the contrary, Eritrea took the initiative in 
calling for the bilateral dialogue and negotiations, when 
the Yemeni military presence began on the isiand of 
Hanish al-Kabir. Bilateral negotiations commences in 
accordance with the call of President Isaias Afewerki, 
and which were guaranteed by his letter to President 
"Ali ‘Abdallah Salih in the middle of last November. 
But the Yemeni side, before the negotiating, insisted 
upon imposing a fait accompli with its military presence 
on the island, and blocked the way to the bilateral 
negotiations by using force in its attempt to eliminate 
our units based on Hanish al-Kabir. Hence Yemen bears 
the responsibility and the consequences of the fighting 
that broke out in the southern Red Sea basin on this past 
December 16. We are extremely cager to tell the truth 
about this issue in a neutral forum, so that the plain 
truth can stand free of Yemeni claims, after what has 
happened. Both sides lost martyrs, and to us truth must 
prevaii through international arbitration. 


[Shattarah] How does Asmara view the Arab League 
position on this dispute? 


[Petros] The League's position has been negative from 
the beginning. Before the dispute developed into an 
armed clash, it adopted a biased pro-Yemen, anti- 
Eritrea stand at the very time the two sides were 
conducting negotiations to find a bilateral solution to 
their disagreement. The League, which helped kindle 
this issue, persisted in its anti-Eritrea stance after the 
Clash, and issued a statement supporting Yemen, without 
taking the trouble to investigate which side took the 
military step in this dispute. Very concisely, the League 
of Arab States must review its position, and not intrude 
into issues of Eritrean national sovereignty by pouring 
oil on the fire in this crisis. 


The Ethiopian Initiative 


{Shattarah] Why is there no more talk of the Ethiopian 
initiative, which was said to be on the brink of succeed- 
ing? 

[Petros] The Ethiopian initiative is not ended; to the 
contrary, it is ongoing, in total coordination with the 
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Egyptian and French initiatives. It has made some steps 
forward, the importance of which will be seen within 
days. 


{Shattarah} Yemen says you are trying to international- 
ize the crisis with your rejection of direct dialogue. 


[Petros] The Yemeni side has dealt a !ethal blow to the 
bilateral negotiations, which were being held alternately 
in Sanaa and Asmara, with its non-adherence to the 
dialogue, and its resorting to force to impose a fait 
accompli. This is what we absolutely do not and will 
never accept. Yemen's turning to force aborted the 
bilateral negotiations and led to the outbreak of the 
fighting. We played the international mediation card, 
not only to spare the blood of our brothers, but also 
to block the way to anyone tempted to fish in muddy 
waters. 


({Shattarah}] '’emen is still demanding the remains of its 
soldiers killed in the battle for control over Hanish al- 
Kabir. What is their fate? 


(Petros) Yemen has submitted no official request to us 
in this regard. There is no problem with this issue. If 
we handed over the living, why shouldn't we hand over 
the dead as well? 


{Shattarah} Some observers say the Eritrean forces used 
Israeli boats during its seizure of the islands. 


{Petros} Yemen used Russian and U.S. military equip- 
ment. So what if we used military equipment seized 
during the war of liberation, or bought after indepen- 
derce? 


[Shattarah] Does Eritrean-Israeli military cooperation 
inciude the exchange of experts and the modernization 
of the Eritrean army? 


{Petros} Who said there was military cvoperation be- 
tween Eritrea and Israel, even including what you men- 
tioned? In my estimation, some Arab media and political 
agencies make a wrong assumption, which necessarily 
ieads to a wrong judgment. 


(Shattarah} Why did you refuse Yemen's request to 
draw maritime borders when you assumed power after 
independence? 

{Begin Dhlakama recording} We will not return to bush, 
because I did not fight for power. I fought for freedom, 


for democracy. [end recording] 


{Petros} Yemen never submitted to us any official re- 
quest on drawing borders for us to refuse. All that hap- 
pened was that the subject was raised during discussions 
of the issues that affected the two countries. Before we 
could put this issue on the agenda with the other issues, 
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Yemen embarked on its naked aggression against part 
of our national territory 


{Shattarah] There are charges against you that you tried 
to turn the crisis into an African-Arab struggle. 


{Petros} This is the first time I have heard of any 
such accusations against us. These accusations can only 
surprise and astonish us, because anyone who has been 
paying attention, from far or near, knows perfectly well 
that we were and still are keen on not widening the 
scope of the dispute by giving it an Arab or African 
dimension. If there was any side seeking that, it would 
certainly harm Arab-African relations. I believe it is 
possible to go back to documents and statements issued 
in this regard during and after the crisis, in both Sanaa 
and the Arab League. 


[Shattarah] The Eritrean Interior Minister said Yemen 
had made new demands to break down the negotiations, 
among them its demand fur the shores of Zula. What 
are the facts about these deman 1s? How did they reach 
you? 


(Petros! It is extremely regrettable that some Yemeni 
Officials, not content with their claims on the Eritrean 
islands of the Hanish and Zugar Archipelago, have 
irresponsibly made unrealistic claims on the Zula Block 
and Dahlak Archipelago. It is part of a policy of the 
best defense is a good offense. I believe the time has 
come to oppose this, responsibly and courageously. 


A Military Settlement 


[Shattarah] Why did you prefer a military settlement to 
seize the island, to waiting for the joint agreement to 
resume negotiations on this 25 February” 


[Petros] This questicn seems to suggest that it was 
Eritrea that took the first military step, which would 
be contrary to the truth, and yet unfortunately many 
people say this. Eritrea took no military action, and did 
not take the initiative in the armed clash which occurred. 
The facts, supported by evidence, will demonstrate that 
it was Yemen that committed aggression against our 
forces based on the island of Hanish al-Kabir; they 
resorted to making accusations against Eritrea when 
their military attack failed. All these facts can be proven 
by a neutral commission to judge the facts we call upon 
them to gather. The Eritreans have tasted the bitterness 
of war; they would be the last to stam one. We did 
not prefer a military settlement, not yesterday, and not 
today. As | told you before, the Yemenis imposed upon 
us the unfortunate battle on Hanish al-Kabir. We hope 
this will be the last painful incident between Yemen and 
Eritrea, and that relations between the two countries, so 
deep-rooted in history, will resume their natural course. 
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Whatever has happened, we will continue in our quest 
to find a peaceful, just, and lasting solution to this 
crisis; unfortunately, at the same time, we notice that 
Yemen is still bent on escalation. The evidence is that 
their warplanes penetrated our airspace on 24 January, 
last month, on reconnaissance missions over the island 
of Hanish al-Kabir. This is in addition to the recent 
doubling of Yemeni troop concentrations in their coastal 
areas. 


{Shattarah] If the Arab League were to invite you to 
join, would you accept, and if so, why? 


{Petros} We do not believe the process of joining the 
League takes place via an invitation offered by the 
League to a country that wishes to join it. In any 
case, the question that arises is: What is the aim of 
joining the League? Is it a search for identity, or a 
confirmation if it? Or, because the effectiveness of the 
Organization as a regional organization makes joining it 
a absolute necessity? We think that the questions about 
the significance and advantages of joining the League 
should be answered first, before taking that step. 


{Shattarah] Are you optimistic about France's efforts to 
end the dispute between jou and Yemen? 


[Petros] We are by nature not pessimistic, and so our 
hope is great that the French, Ethiopian, and Egyptian 
diplomatic efforts will be crowned with success. We 
will spare no effort to bring about the success of the 
mediators’ efforts. 


{Shattarah] There is, in Yemen, popular pressure on the 
leadership to retake the island by all legitimate means. 
Aren't you afraid the dispute will explode into a military 
confrontation between the two countries if the peaceful 
mediation fails? 


[Petros] We want peace, and we support all diplomatic 
initiatives that will lead to it, if not one inch of 
our national sovereignty is infringed. By virtue vſ the 
deep and close historical ties between the two peoples, 
we hope the recent military confrontation, in which 
there was no winner and no loser, will be the last 
military confrontation between Eritrean and Yemeni 
forces, because resorting to force will not accomplish 
justice. We hope the Yemeni side will not once again 
resort tO aggression against our forces, because they are 
in a defensive position, not an offensive one. 
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{Shattarah] There are those who say that the step Eritrea 
took against Yemen, militarily and politically, was 
beyond is own ability as a country still at the stage of 
establishing its various post-independence institutions. 
This suggests that there are foreign parties directing this 
Crisis tc Cre \te a center of tension in the region. 


[Petros] E:itrea has not taken any military step about 
which you could say it was “our size" or beyond 
our ability. On the contrary, it is the Yemeni side 
that attacked our forces’ positions, which defended 
themselves. Hence, it is useless to pursue this, or to 
accuse Eritrea of mistakes the Yemenis made, and 
Eritrea has never been a tool for any foreign power. This 
is what some Arab parties ignore, or do not know, for 
reasons buried in their hearts — though they sometimes 
insinuate it and sometimes say it outright. 


Yemen’s Conditions 


[Shattarah} Yemen isn't budging from its conditions, 
and neither is Eritrea. So what, in your view, is the 
solution? 


[Petros] The solution lies in our going to an international 
board of arbitration to accomplish justice, because 
resorting to a policy of laying down conditions and 
counter-conditions is just sterile, and will only lead to 
a dead end. 


[Shattarah} Sanaa says it has maps Asmara published 
after independence which show the disputed islancs as 
Yemen's property. 


[Petros] First of all, the state of Eritrea did not publish 
any official map to support that, or for the Yemeni side 
to use in its false allegations on the islands belonging 
to it. 


Second, the Yemenis would not be fooied by official 
and non-official maps —not of the Hanish and Zugar 
Archipelago, or of all the countries of the world. 


Third, when we go to international arbitration, it is not 
enough just to bring maps; there must be historical 
evidence, and legal evidence, supporting them. 
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South Africa: New Rumors About Mandela’s 
Health Weaken Rand 


MBO0103164496 Johannesburg SAfm Radio Network 
in English 1400 GMT | Mar 96 


(FBIS Transcribed Text) Earlier today President Man- 
dela’s office gave the assurance that the president was 
well and was to leave on a trip to Mali at the weekend. 
The statement was released following new rumors about 
Mr. Mandela's health. The rumors about the president's 
health once again saw the rand weakening on interna- 
tional foreign exchange markets. The currency was later 
off its lows at around 3 rands 89.5 cents [to the US. 
dollar}. 


South Africa: Mandela Assures Nation of Good 
Health After Check-Up 


MBO103193796 Johannesburg SABC 3 Television 
Network in English 1800 GMT I Mar 96 


(FBIS Translated Text) Fresh rumors that President 
Mandela may be ill have again sent the rand plummeting 
against foreign currencies and the president has again 
assured the country that he is in good health. He told the 
media at today’s swearing-in of a new deputy minister 
that he'd undergone medical tests this morning. Linda 
van Tilburg reports: 


{Begin recording} (Van Tilburg, in progress] ... that Mr. 
Mandela might be in ill-health started surfacing about 
two weeks ago. It was one of the reasons why the rand 
fell to an all-time low and it caused a major drop on 
the Johannesburg Stock Exchange. Mr. Mandela and his 
advisers were quick to react. The president appeared in 
public with Finance Minister Chris Liebenberg. Today 
rumors again surfaced that Mr. Mandela's health might 
be deteriorating. Again Mr. Mandela was quick to 
respond. This afternoon he witnessed the swearing-in 
of IFP (Inkatha Freedom Party] member Eileen Shandu 
as the new Deputy Minister of Public Works and he 
appeared in a buoyant mood. He jokingly told the 
media that some of them looked ill, and he added: Or 
is somebody trying to make money out of you. The 
president acknowledged that he had been in hospital 
this morning for a medical check-up. 


{Mandela} It may be necessary to go to hospital to have 
a proper check, especially because of the rumors that 
are circulating. They are not going to believe my little 
.. [pauses] my young daughter here when she says | am 
very well, but if a statement is issued, you know, by a 
group of specialists, then there'll be credibility in that. 


[Van Tilburg) Mr. Mandela said once he has returned 
from a visit to Western Africa, he might undergo 
more medical tests. Mr. Mandela flew to Swaziland 
this morning to hold discussions with King Mswati III. 
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Unrest has broken out in Swaziland recently because 
of King Mswati's reluctance to bring democracy to his 
people. Mr. Mandela was not k.*n to Comment on his 
discussions with Kin Mswati am: said merely that it 
had been productive. 


(Mandela) There is a willingness and a readiness for us 
to cooperate in addressing problems. 


{Van Tilburg) Mr. Mandela leaves tomorrow morning 
for a two-day visit to Mali and Togo. {und recording] 


South Africa: Mandela Returas From ‘‘\uccessful’ 
Talks With Swazi King 


MBO0103180496 Johannesburg Afrikaans Stereo Radio 
Network in Afrikaans 1700 GMT I Mar 96 


[FBIS Translated Excerpt] President Nelson Mandela 
has described his talks with King Mswati of Swaziland 
on that country’s labor problems as successful. How- 
ever, Mr. Mandela refused to give details of the meeting 
at the royal palace near Mbabane. 


His visit to Swaziland was kept a secret until his 
departure, after earlier talks were cancelled due to 
a media leak. The recent dispute between the Swazi 
monarchy and the trade unions has caused concern over 
political stability. 


Meanwhile, President Mandela has returned to his 
Official residence in Pretoria, where he is hosting a 
banquet for the South African national soccer team. 
[passage omitted] 


South Africa: Nzo’s Trip to Morocco Near 
‘Disaster’ Over W. Sahara 


MB0203140296 Johannesburg MAIL & GUARDIAN 
in English 1-7 Mar 96 p 16 


[Report by Gaye Davis] 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Top-leve! diplomatic efforts 
— including a telephone call from President Nelson 
Mandela to the king of Morocco — brought Foreign 
Minister Alfred Nzo's recent North African trp back 
from the brink of disaster. 


Nzo was already in Angola on the initial leg of his tnp 
when Moroccan diplomats raised objections — about 
his itinerary and his intentions. 

Nzo was to have gone from Luanda directly to the 
Moroccan capital of Rabat, ostensibly for bilateral 
discussions, and from there to Algeria where he intended 
meeting the leaders of Polisario, the movement which 


claims Moroccan-occupied Western Sahara as its own 
in the name of the Saharawi Republic. 
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Moroccan sensitivities were sparked by reports in South 
Africa indicating that Nzo wanted to help mediate in the 
unresolved dispute over the region. 


Moroccan concerns were compounded by the meetings 
that the South African foreign mission in Rabat was 
setting up for Nzo “and the nature of the discussions”, 
foreign affairs director-general Rusty Evans confirmed 
this week. “They queried whether there was not more 
to the context of his visit than met the eye.” 


Nor were they prepared to have Nzo travel directly 
from Rabat to Algeria for meetings with the Polisario 
leadership, he said. 


“The arrangements being made in Rabat — against the 
background of reports here — caused the Moroccans 
to raise directly with (Nzo) in Angola the question 
of clarity of his agenda in Rabat. It seemed to the 
Moroccans that he wanted to get involved in talks,” 
Evans said. 


Certainly, the understanding of the ANC's Department 
of International Affairs and its Youth League [ANCYL] 
— which has fraternal links with Polisario’s youth wing 
— was that the visit would involve “an even-handed 
reaching out to both sides", if not actual mediation, 
said ANCYL international affairs representative Neville 
Naidoo. 


ANC MP Blade Nzimande, who chairs the party's na- 
tional executive sub-committee on international affairs, 
said: “That was the whole aim of the trip — to discuss 
the Western Sahara issue.” 


Nzo spent an extra day in Luanda. During this time, 
Mandela telephoned the king of Morocco to reassure 
him of Nzo's intentions, Evans confirmed, and Nzo's 
itinerary was reworked to make Rabat the last stop and 
enabling him to return on schedule. 


“South Africa has an important bilateral relationship 
with Morocco and you have to take care of it. The 
Western Sahara- Polisario issue has a direct bearing on 
it because of Moroccan sensitivities and this has to be 


managed,” said Evans. 


While in Rabat, Nzo signed an agreement establishing 
a Joint Commission of Co-operation between South 
Africa and the Kingdom of Morocco to ease cooperation 
in fields of a bilateral nature, such as trade and transport. 


In Tindouf he spent time with Polisario leaders. An 
old ally of the ANC’s, Polisario has been agitating 
for South Africa to honour a June 1995 commitment 
by Mandela to extend diplomatic recognition to the 
Saharawi Republic. Moroccan diplomatic efforts have 
focused on preventing this. The government's official 
position is to hold off, pending the outcome of a United 


Nations-sponsored referendum, but is also under internal 
political pressure. 


Briefing members of Parliament's Foreign Affairs Port- 
folio Committee recently, Moroccan ambassador Mo- 
hammed Said Benryane urged South Africa not to “pre- 
judge” the outcome of the UN referendum. Morocco 
occupies two-thirds of the mineral-rich Western Sa- 
hara, claiming it as part of a greater Morocco, even 
though the old colonial power, Spain, accepted the in- 
dependcace of Western Sahara in 1975. Morocco claims 
Polisazio is waging a struggle for secession, rather than 
self-determination, and its relations with Algeria are 
coloured by the support that country gives to Polisario. 


A UN Security Council resolution extended the UN 
Organisers’ mandate to May 31, in an effort to get the 
troubled process back on track. 


South Africa: Foreign Affairs Welcomes Dos 
Santos-Savimbi Meeting 


MBO0303151596 Johannesburg SAfm Radio Network 
in English 0500 GMT 3 Mar 96 


(FBIS Transcribed Text] The South African Department 
of Foreign Affairs has welcomed the Libreville meeting 
between Angolan President Jose Eduardo dos Santos 
and UNITA [National Union for the Total Independence 
of Angola) leader Jonas Savimbi. In a statement issued 
in Pretoria, the department said that perhaps the two 
most important outstanding elements of the Lusaka 
peace agreement were the integration of the armed 
forces of the government and UNITA, and the formation 
of a government of national reconciliation and unity. 
It said it believed that these two issues had received 
the serious attention of the two Angola leaders. The 
department commended the two leaders on what it 
called an important step, and it reiterated South Africa's 
continued support for the peace process. 


South Africa: Buthelezi Calls for End to ‘No-Go 
Areas’ at Election Rally 

MBO0203200596 Johannesburg SABC 3 Television 
Network in English 1800 GMT 2 Mar 96 


(FBIS Translated Text) The first salvo in the KwaZulu/ 
Natal local election campaign has been fired. IFP 
(Inkatha Freedom Party] leader Mangosuthu Buthelezi 
addressed an election rally near Eshowe today. He called 
for an end to no-go areas in rural parts of the province. 


(Begin recording) [Unidentified correspondent) Dr. 
Buthelezi told IFP supporters not to stand in the way 
of anyone campaigning in their areas. The call comes 
against the background of rising political tension with 
local elections just three months away. The IFP and 


is report may contain 


in pectaed withost permiasion ofthe copyright cweer | 


10 SOUTH AFRICA 


the ANC are both fighting to secure votes in the rural 
areas. 


(Buthelezi, in progress) ... that we as IFP do not approve 
of the political intolerance that prevails in KwaZulu/ 
Natal, amakhosi (chiefs) of the kingdom assured the 
president on the 15 December 1995, when we met 
them at King’s House in Durban, that they do not 
mind anyone of any party campaigning in their areas, 
provided only that the normal customary procedures are 
adhered to. 


(Correspondent) But the IFP leader did not mince his 
words when he condemned the ANC on what he called 
its desire to destroy the IFP. He referred to the Magnus 
Malan trial which starts on Monday (4 March] in which 
IFP Deputy Secretary General Zakhele Khumalo is one 
of the accused. 


(Buthelezi} Just like the so-called Truth Commission 
these are all ruses by the ruling party, of the deputy 
president who was speaking here last weekend, to 
rewrite history by attempting to fool the whole world 
as they are doing with their propaganda. 


(Correspondent] The rally was part of a series of 
gatherings to be addressed by Dr. Buthelezi in a move 
to consolidate his support in the rural areas. [end 
recording] 


South Africa: 2 Metric Tons ‘Treated Uranium’ 
Missing From Pelindaba 

MB0203150896 Johannesburg SAfm Radio Network 
in English 0500 GMT 2 Mar 96 


(FBIS Transcribed Text] The Atomic Energy Corpora- 
tion says 2 tonnes of treated uranium has gone missing 
at its facility at Pelindaba west of Pretoria. The chief 
executive officer of the corporation, Dr. Waldo Stumpf, 
told a media briefing that the uranium had been found to 
be missing during a stock-taking of materials. However, 
the missing uranium was described as depleted and not 
serious. He said the missing uranium might have been in 
a damaged nuclear condenser that was sealed and buried 
with other industrial and medical radioactive waste on 
Radiation Hill at Pelindaba. 


South Africa: Editorial Questions Mandela Stance 
on Afrikaner Issues 

MB0403085696 Johannesburg RAPPORT 

in Afrikaans 3 Mar 96 p 20 

[Editorial: “Who's Talking?” } 

[FBIS Translated Text] For the umpteenth time, Pres- 
ident Nelson Mandela this week reassured Afrikaners 


about their language and culture, and even promised to 
personally intervene in the matter of recognition of their 
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language. Unfortunately, the president was not present 
to intervene at Groblersdal, where an Afrikaans school 
was forced to enroll non-Afrikaans-speaking children, 
and even forced to teach them in English. 


And that is precisely the problem the Afrikaans commu- 
nity has with President Mandela's assurances. In front 
of small, mainly selected Afrikaans-speaking audiences 
— whether they be the Ruiterwag [Mounted Guard) or a 
women's delegation — he is all good will and reconcili- 
ation, prepared to listen, and understanding of Afrikaner 
aspirations and concerns. But on a lower level, as with 
the SABC’s (South African Broadcasting Corporation) 
campaign against Afrikaans, or the thousands of ANC 
supporters marching to schools and universities, or with 
the ANC ministers and members of Parliament having 
apparently little feeling for Afrikaans schools and char- 
acter, none of these promises are fulfilled. 


Recently, for example, Mr. Mandela told the Ruiterwag 
that Afrikaans schools can maintain their identity, and 
that non-Afrikaans-speaking pupils would have to be 
taught in Afrikaans. Yet he remains silent when violence 
threatens to erupt at a number of schools because the 
ANC has blatantly disregarded what the president said. 


Just this past week the ANC rejected, in no uncertain 
terms, a Volkstaat [Afrikaner Homeland) Council pro- 
posal because the council supposedly indicated a desire 
to return to apartheid. Yet every single day since then, 
President Mandela has personally proposed that a refer- 
endum be held among Afrikaners on the matter. 


Whatever the merits of the homeland idea, how does one 
judge such contradictory statements by the president and 
his party? Earlier this week President Mandela warned 
against the tendency to glorify him and denigrate the rest 
of the ANC. But is there not an all-too- clear division 
between them? 


Among some Afrikaners there is a growing suspicion 
that President Mandela's apparent goodwill is part of 
a calculated strategy. According to them, they are be- 
ing placated by the president, while the party hardliners 
conduct an offensive against them. Hopefully these sus- 
picions are unfounded. President Mandela's good faith 
and genuine goodwill towards the Afrikaner community 
is held in high esteem by many. 


But acceptance of his good faith raises another, equally 
disturbing question: Why, then, does President Mandela 
close his eyes to what is taking place in South Africa, 
especially concerning Afrikaners and their culture? Or 
is he not being kept sufficiently informed? It would 
certainly be to his advantage to take note of the results of 
a revealing survey, released this week, on the very issuc 
of a volkstaat. According to the survey, a significant 
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majority of Pretoria Afrikaners favor a volkstaat. It 
seems most of those polled didn't even give much 
thought to what such a dispensation would involve; they 
were simply expressing the growing alienation they feel 
in the “rainbow nation.” 


What is clear from the survey is that a majority 
of Afrikaners (and whites) are no longer allowing 
themselves to be reassured by President Mandela's 


sporadic expressions of goodwill. They want to, as it 
were, distance themselves. 


President Mandela will have to do more than reas- 
sure. His words must be backed by deeds, as was the 
case when he intervened in an ANC decision to drop 
Afrikaans in the defense forve. If he does this, the Nzi- 
mandes and Yengenis of his party will begin to realise 
that nation-building cannot take place on their terms 
alone. Meanwhile, they say one thing...and President 
Mandela says another. 


South African Press Review for 1 Mar 
MBO0103150796 


(FBIS Report} 
THE STAR 


Answers Awaited on AIDS Play Funding — Johannes- 
burg THE STAR in English on | March in a page-12 
editorial comments on the parliamentary portfolio com- 
mittee on health's search for answers pertaining to the 
allocation of 14 million rands, R, to an AIDS play, Sara- 
fina 2. “There can be little doubt that Dr Nkosazana 
Zuma has proved to be a more than able health minis- 
ter.” "But her abilities are not the issue now. She needs 
to provide convincing answers to the numerous ques- 
tions raised by some members of the portfolio commit- 
tee and the public at large. To continue to be flippant 
and evasive, as the DP’s [Democratic Party] Mike Ellis 
contends, will not enhance her image with those who 
look to her for guidance in a whole range of crucial 
health issues.” 


BUSINESS DAY 


Criticism of ANC Response to Questions on AIDS Play 
— “There is a depressing familiarity about the ANC’s 
response to the fuss over its R14m AIDS play,” declares 
a page-16 editorial in Johannesburg BUSINESS DAY 
in English on 1 March. “It might as well be the National 
Party (NP] back in office: arrogant, resisting disclosure, 
contemptuous of criticism and believing that public 
money is no concern of the public.” “The NP set an 
appalling example in the efficiency and accountability 
of its public spending. The ANC should heed the signs 
if it, too, is not to succumb to the arrogance of office.” 
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SOWETAN 


Students Pressure Universities for Unconditional Ad- 
mission — Johannesburg SOWETAN in English on | 
March in a page-10 editorial notes that Fort Hare Uni- 
versity is facing a financial crisis because of a "stu- 
dent debt of more than R12 million.” Education Minis- 
ter Bhengu has also said that the national student debt 
for 1995 amounted to R100 million. Furthermore, stu- 
dents at various tertiary institutions “are attempting to 
put pressure on university authorities and the Govern- 
ment to provide financial assistance for their education.” 
SOWETAN points out that "no country in the world that 
is in a position to provide free tertiary education to any- 
one and everyone on demand.” Therefore, “because of 
a scarcity of financial resources, we have to insist that 
those who receive state assistance with their education 
must meet certain minimum academic standards." Fi- 
nancial help “cannot be unconditional or on demand.” 


NEW NATION 


Shortcomings of Afrikaner Homeland Proposal — Jo- 
hannesburg NEW NATION in English on 1 March in a 
page-10 editorial comments on the Afrikaner Volkstaat 
Council's proposal for the creation of a tenth province 
for Afrikaners, saying the “shortcomings in the coun- 
cil’s proposal once again illustrates the unworkability 
of an ethnic homeland in a non-racial South Africa.” 
The Council needs to define the geographical bound- 
aries of its proposed homeland. Without that definition 
"it is simply impossible to assess the economic viabil- 
ity of the proposed Volkstaat.” "If, however, the quest 
for racial exclusivity rather than a desire to preserve 
cultural values drives the search for solutions, as is the 
case now, the Volkstaat Council will not succeed in of- 
fering any direction.” 


South African Press Review for 2 Mar 
MBO0203 145496 


[FBIS Report] BEELD 


Radioactive Material Incident ‘Scandalous’ — “It bor- 
ders on the scandalous that the public should only dis- 
cover now, through a newspaper report, that radioactive 
material was uncarthed at an Atomic Energy Corpora- 
tion facility at Pelindaba in March 1995,” notes an edi- 
torial on page 12 of Johannesburg BEELD in Afrikaans 
of 27 February. The largest concentration of people in 
South Africa “live within a stone's throw of where this 
potentially deadly material was released. Why were mil- 
lions of people kept in the dark fur a whole year?” In- 
cidents like this, says BEELD, “will rapidly create the 
perception among the public that transparency is just a 
word politicians use when it suits them. The public de- 
mands the right to be immediately and fully informed 
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of incidents involving radioactive material, especially in 
circumstances requiring serious and urgent attention." 


Time Not Ripe for Afrikaner Province — In a reference 
to the ANC's "shock and disappointment over the 
Volkstaat (Afrikaner homeland) Council's proposed 
creation of a 10th province as an Afrikaner homeland," 
an editorial on page 8 of Johannesburg BEELD in 
Afrikaans of 29 February states: “The ANC should have 
expected that the council would come up with such a 
proposal at sooner or later.” But "the new South Africa 
has produced many positive aspects that put Afrikaners 
in a position to accept President Nelson Mandela's New 
Patriotism." There is, therefore, "no burning Afrikaner 
desire for the so-called safety of partial or total isolation 
in a homeland. Most Afrikaners prefer a greater role in 
an inclusive South Africa.” "We do not believe the time 
is ripe for an Afrikaner province; nor is the reasoning 
behind it convincing enough.” Rather, urges BEELD, 
“we believe if the council becomes involved with the 
larger problems of South Africa, it will find that the 
problems of separate cultures and minorities will be 
resolved in the process." 


Cuban Doctors Can Make ‘Significant’ Contribution — 
A second editorial on the same page of the same edition 
of BEELD notes: “The arrival of 96 Cuban doctors to 
work in South Africa for three years heralds a new 
era in medical care in this country.” The reason for 
their coming is "to bring relief, especially in remote 
rural areas where few doctors are available.” But in 
some circles “there is still some doubt about their 
qualifications and concern that their arrival may merely 
be a result of political friendships from the past between 
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the ANC and communist Cuba. The test will be in 
how well they do. Their lack of understanding of 
English could be problematic, in some cases even 
fatal." However, "if that can be overcome and they do 
what is expected of them, theirs could be a significant 
contribution. It is important, though, that their work be 
monitored and publicized so the public knows what they 
are doing." 


South African Press Review for 3 Mar 
MB0303173696 


(FBIS Report] 
SUNDAY TIMES 


Coverup on AIDS Play ‘Nauseating’ — In the ongo- 
ing controversy over the Health Department's spend- 
ing of 14 million rands on an AIDS stage show, “the 
half-truths, distortions and outright lies of the cover-up 
now loom larger than the initial incompetence,” says 
a page 22 editorial in the 3 March edition of Johan- 
nesburg SUNDAY TIMES in English. Noting that the 
ANC has closed ranks behind the health minister and 
even President Mandela has joined a "shameful display 
of party solidarity,” the editorial states: “It has been a 
nauseating repetition of the Nationalist method of deal- 
ing with embarrassing issues: brazen ‘t out. As often as 
not, a belligerent stonewalling succeeds in avoiding ac- 
countability.” The price of the coverup “is that cynical 
and blatant cover-ups, however obdurately and aggres- 
sively they are conducted, undermine public morality, 
and they undermine public faith in the government.” 
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Angola 
Angola: Dos Santos, Savimbi Agree To Form 
Government 


ABO103184396 Paris AFP in French 
1825 GMT | Mar 96 


(FBIS Translated Text) Libreville, | Mar (AFP) — 
Angola’s President Eduardo dos Santos and Jonas 
Savimbi, leader of the National Union for the Total 

of Angola [UNITAS], decided today in 
Libreville to form a national union government at the 
end of July and to complete the formation of the 
Angolan National Army by June. 


The communique, issued at the end of several hours 
of talks, held under the auspices of Gabon's President 
Omar Bongo and attended by observers from the UN, 
Portugal, the United States, and Russia, states that the 
two leaders “have decided to adopt a series of measures 
to speed up the implementation of the Lusaka Protocol 
agreement for the effective achievement of p: ace, 
national reconciliation, and stability in the country." 


The communique further said "they have agreed to final- 
ize arrangements to complete the process of establishing 
a new Angolan Armed Forces by June and to form a 
national union and reconciliation government between 
June and July.” 


Furthermore, the leader of the National Union for the 
Total Independence of Angola [UNITA] told the press 
that President Dos Santos had personally given him a 
letter inviting the UNITA leader to occupy the post 
of vice president. He added that he would personally 
answer to the Angolan leader. 


Angola: Savimbi Reportedly Accepts Vice 
Presidency 


MBO103184496 Maputo Radio Mozambique Network 
in Portuguese 1730 GMT | Mar 96 


(FBIS Translated Text] In a meeting with Angolan Pres- 
ident Jose Eduardo dos Santos in Libreville today, Jonas 
Savimbi, National Union for the Total Independence of 
Angola [(UNITA] leader, accepted the post of vice pres- 
ident. UNITA also agreed to postpone legislative elec- 
tions and the current government will continue to rule. 


Angola: Savimbi Lists 4 Major Poiats in Talks 
With Dos Santos 


MB0303151296 Jamba Voz da Resistencia do Galo 
Negro in Portuguese 1200 GMT 3 Mar 96 


(FBIS Translated Text) Speaking to the media after 
his meeting with President Jose Eduardo dos Santos in 
Libreville, Gabon, His Excellency Dr. Jonas Malheiro 
Savimbi, National Union for the Total Independence of 
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Angola (UNITA) president, noted there had been four 
major important points that had been to. ched on: 


(Begin Savimbi recording) We did four things that | 
see as being of the highest importance. First, | gave the 
president of the Republic a list of UNITA officials who 
will be in the government. 


Second, the head of state gave me a letter inviting 
the UNITA president to be vice president. Now, you 
would like to know the answer to that invitation. The 
answer will be conveyed to the president either by me 
personally or by (?someone of trust), What is important 
here is the invitation (words indistinct). 


Third, to decide on how we should complete the process 
of forming the Angolan Armed Forces. The UNITA 
troop confinement has become (?increasingly) dynamic 
and we intend to see it through. 


Fourth, it is no coincidence that | was happy that he 
also was of the opinion that the government of national 
unity should be as large as possible. [end recording] 


Lesotho 


Lesotho: Progressive Party Condemns Reported 29 
Feb Coup Attempt 


MB0103123696 Maseru Radio Lesotho in English 
1130 GMT | Mar 96 


(FBIS Transcribed Text] The National Progressive 
Party, NPP, has issued a statement condemning an 
announcement on Radio Lesotho yesterday by Mat- 
soso Bolofo that the government and Parliament had 
been dissolved. The statement said the party is aware 
that there are problems in the country but does not, 
however, support the unconstitutional efforts to solve 
the problems, like the dropping of the government. 
The statement goes on to warn the public against cun- 
ning oOpportunists who are looking for power through 
unconstitutional means. 


Swaziland 


Swaziland: King Mswati Holds Talks With 
President Mandela 


MBO103192396 Mbabane Radio Swaziland Network 
in English 1600 GMT 01 Mar 96 


[FBIS Transcribed Text} South African President, Nel- 
son Mandela held talks of mutual interest with King 
Mswati II] today at Lozitha Palace. President Mandela 
arrived at 1230 and was received by his majesty the 
king. The two leaders’ discussions lasted well over an 
hour. President Mandela proceeded in the company of 
the king to the Ludzidzini royal residence where he 
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exchanged greetings with her majesty, the indlovukazi 
{she elephant — queen mother). President Mandela was 
seen off later by his majesty at 1530. Aaccompany- 
ing his majesty were his excellency the prime minister, 
Prince Mbilini, and the minister of foreign affairs, Sen- 
ator Arthur Khoza. President Mandela's visit today was 
confirmed by chief of protocol, Mr. Mthunzi Dlamini. 


Swaziland: Tripartite Forum Defers Issue of 
Revoking 1973 Decree 


MB0203151096 Mbabane THE SWAZI NEWS 
in English 2 Mar 96 pp 1, 32 


[Report by Nkululeko Dlamini) 


(FBIS Transcribed Text) MBABANE — The issue of 
removing the state of emergency and the revocation of 
the Non-Bailable Offences Order has been deferred by 
the negotiations forum comprising government, workers 


and employers. 


This is according to a joint statement issued by the ne- 
gotiations team yesterday. The negotiations team com- 
prises government, the Swaziland Federation of Trade 
Unions and the Federation of Swaziland Employers. 


The forum was set up following the industrial action 
that brought the whole country to a standstill during the 
latter part of January this year, to address the industrial 
problems of the country. 


It has since been resolved during negotiations that the 
issue which has been categorised as constitutional be 
dealt with in terms of a programme pronounced by the 
King. 


The issues under discussion have been categorised into 
constitutional legislative and industrial relations. 


“After thorough discussion and reflection on the issue 
under the constitutional category, the forum was guided 
by His Majesty King Mswati III's pronouncement on 
the official opening of the third session of the sixth 
Parliament of Swaziland on February 6, to the effect 
that a programme of constitutional consultation is to be 
invoked. 


"It, therefore, resolved to defer the issues under the 
constitutional category to be dealt with in terms of the 
aforementioned programme. 


“The forum believes that His Majesty's intentions for 
his people in this regard call only be realised through 
a forum which is truly representative of all interests 
in the country whether through various formations, 


Organisations, groupings and otherwise, as His Majesty 
himself has indicated," the statement read. 


FBIS-AFR-96-043 
4 March 1996 


Since February this year the forum has held a series of 
meetings. 


The issues that had been tabled for discussion included 
the: 

— removal of the stale of emergency (re-instatement of 
the Bill of Rights) (constitutional), 


— revocation of the Industrial Relations Act No. of 996, 
(legislative) 


— re-instatement of the Tripartite Protocol of the 
Industrial Relations Bill of 995, (legislative) 


— revocations of the Non-Bailable Offences Order, 
(constitutional) 


— re-instatement of street vending, and, 


— earliest acquisition of the remainder of the 27 
demands. 


Swaziland: Unions, Workers Still Want Industrial 
Bill Revoked 


MBO0203151496 Mbabane THE SWAZI NEWS 
in English 2 Mar 96 p2 


[Report by Nkululeko Dlamini] 


[FBIS Transcribed Text) MBABANE — Employers 
and the Swaziland Federation of Trade Unions (SFTU) 
are still ardent on their calls to have the controversial 
Industrial P *lations Act of 1996 revoked in its entirety. 


The Act was assented to by the King in January this 
year, one week before an industrial e-tion was launched 
by the workforce which totally grounded the country in 


all spheres. 


After the Act has been revoked, the parties wants it to 
be replaced with their (workers and employers) tripartite 
protocol which was entered into last year. 


The said protocol was between government, the SFTU, 
the Swaziland Federation of Labour and the Federation 
of Swaziland Employers [FSE]. 


A joint press statement by the negotiations forum said 
yesterday, all the issues under the legislative category 
(the Act) have been referred to the Labour Advisory 
Board (LAB) which is expected to report to the Minister 
of Labour and Public Service who, in turn, will consult 
with the negotiations forum. 


Another issue which has been referred to the LAB is 
that which falls in the industrial relations category. The 
latter refers to; 


— The earliest acquisition of the remainder of the 27 
demands and the re-instatement of street vending. 
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"The negotiations forum remains open and will convene 
time and again to receive feedback on all issues. The 
forum wishes to emphasise its sincere commitment to 
the creation of an enabling environment for national 
cohesion, consensus and development. 


"It believes in the need for creation, maintenance 
and sustenance of a peaceful and stable political and 
economic environment conducive to investment. 


"The forum wishes to re-assure the Swazi nation, 
investor community, its regional neighbours and the 
rest of the world community that it is committed and 
stable to industrial relations and to the growing vibrant 
economy,” the forum stated. 


The statement was signed by the chairman Solomon 
Diamini, Jan Sithole of SFTU, FSE’s vice-president Mr 
GJ. Mahlalela and the convenor/chairman Dr Jeremiah 
Gule. 


They said the forum is aware of the urgency of creating 
an enabling environment and hopes that the processes 
already pronounced for effecting necessary changes thus 
ensuring progress, will put in place in not so distant 
future. 


Swaziland: Political, Civic Groups Meet, Form 
‘Democratic Alliance’ 

MB0303151096 Mbabane THE TIMES OF 
SWAZILAND SUNDAY in English 3 Mar 96 pp 1, 2 


[Report by Themba Shongwe; all quotation marks as 
published] 

(FBIS Transcribed Text) KWALUSENI — Yesterday, 
political interest groups and civic organisations met 
again in a meeting reminiscent of the now famous 
Convention Centre meeting in November last year. 


Like the November, vesterday’s meeting was again led 
by the Swaziland Federation of Trade Unions (SFTU). 
The meeting was held at the University of Swaziland. 
There were more people at yesterday's meeting than 
there were at the Convention Centre. 


At the meeting, the Swaziland Democratic Alliance alias 
“"Umshuco wenkhululeko YemaSwati" was born. The 
main aim of this alliance is to facilitate a true and 
representative democratization process towards a new 
political dispensation for Swaziland. 


At the meeting there were also new formations which 
were not present at the Convention Centre meeting on 
November | 1th last year. 


Present in yesterday's meeting was the Swaziland Fed- 


eration of Trade Unions (SFTU), Peoples United Demo- 
cratic Movement (PUDEMO) Swaziland Youth Con- 
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gress (Swayoco), Future Forum, IDEAL [Institute for 
Democracy and Leadership], Swaziland National Asso- 
ciation for the Unemployed (SNAUP), Swaziland As- 
sociation of Students (SAS), Atibuye Emasisweni Na- 
tional Forum which is a farm dwellers organisation, the 
Ex-Miners, Street Vendors, through Buumba, churches, 
Humaras [Human Rights Association of Swaziland} and 
many concerned citizens. 


Amongst those who attended was outspoken former MP 
Philip Dzingalive Dlamini. 


The meeting started at 3.15 pm and was finished at 8.00 
pm. 


The alliance yesterday completely rejected the Tin- 
khundla [Traditional Community Councils] legacy since 
it has failed to deliver to the populace. 


A joint statement issued after the meeting ent- 
tled "Swaziland Democratic Alliance Born — alias 
Umshuco Wenkhululeko yemaSwati reads: 


"Al a meeting held at the University of Swaziland on 
the 2nd March 1996 comprising, political and nonpolit- 
ical formations which included amongst others, SFTU, 
Pudemo, Swayoco, Future Forum, Ideal, Snaup, $.A.S., 
Atibuye Emasisweni National forum, Concerned citi- 
zer.s, and Swaziland National Cooperative Union of Ex- 
Miners, Indigenous Business, churches, Street Vendors 
and Humaras agreed to form the above democratic al- 
liance. 


The main aim of this alliance is to facilitate a true and 
a representative democratisation process towards a new 
political dispensation for Swaziland,” the statement said. 


In the meeting, it was also resolved on the following as 
a way forward that; 


(a) Immediate repeal of the King’s Decree of 1973 will 
create a conducive climate of political changes. 


(b) A National convention comprising all political 
persuasions and stake holders be convened as soon as 
possible. 


(c) To allows talks to be chaired by an international 
mediator to be agreed by all the parties. 


(d) that there should be an interim authority to admin- 
ister the transition — the forum will not recognise gov- 
ernment to champion change. 


(e) The media must be accessible to all citizens. 


(f) The forum will not accept any intimidation of any 
form to the affiliates and their members. 


The statement also said the meeting also adopted a 
forum which will be announced soon. 
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This is the second meeting to be held in the country 
following the one which was held at the Convention 
Centre. The king alluded to that meeting as conspiracy 
to oust him when he dispersed regiments recently. 


Swaziland: Trade Union Federation Threatens To 
Pall Out of Talks 


MBO0303151196 Mbabane THE TIMES OF 
SWAZILAND SUNDAY in English 3 Mar 96 p 3 


(Report by Maxwell Mthembu) 


(FBIS Transcribed Text) MANZINI — The Swaziland 
Federation of Trade Unions (SFTU) has threatened to 
pull out of the Tripartite Forum if government does not 
produce a document revoking the Public Order Act of 
1973 by tomorrow. 


Secretary-general of SFTU, Mr Jan Sithole said: "The 
SFTU wishes to emphasise that if by Monday (4-3- 
95), we fall to get a document revoking the Public 
Order and the withdrawal of all harassment that has 
been extended to union members as well as all charges 
preferred against them for the sake of embarrassing 
union leaders, then we shall pull out from the table and 
revert back to the membership." 


Mr Sithole was speaking in an interview in the federa- 
tion’s offices yesterday. 


"The SFTU remains committed to negotiations as long 
as there is fair play without any harassment of our 
membership.” 


During the interview, Mr Sithole relayed the events that 
have taken place since the start of the Forum up to this 
moment. He said an agreement was reached that in order 
to enable the talks to continue uninterrupted, all parties 
should withdraw hostilities. 


According to Mr Sithole government withdrawal of hos- 
tilities should, "Ensure freedom of assembly without any 
interference, no harassment by police and availability of 
electronic media to union members.” 


Mr Sithole said that the meeting of February 18, was 
subsequent to a resolve that the SFTU should be 
allowed to consult with its membership. “The meeting 
of the 18th was undertaken with the understanding that 
government had intended doing away with the Order. 
All that was left was the undertaking that government 
gave. As a result, the union agreed to suspend the stay- 
away to allow negotiations to take place.” 

However, governments negotiating team is said to have 
failed to produce a document abrogating the Public 
Order. 
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“Instead they wanted clarifications on the letter inform- 
ing them on resolutions taken during the SFTU mass 


meeting of February 18 at Salesian sports ground." 


Even in a follow up meeting government still had a 
verbal assurance and no document, said Mr Sithole. 
However, he said that his organization is still committed 


to negotiations. 


Swaziland: Nkhaba Chief Bhekimpi Calls for 
National Referendum 


MB0403084296 Mbabane THE SWAZI OBSERVER 
in English 4 Mar 96 pl 


(Report by Phesheya Vilakati) 


{[FBIS Transcribed Text] A constitutional monarch 
would be tantamount to not having a King at all, says 
Nkhaba chief Prince Bhekimpi. Speaking yesterday 
afternoon during a four-hour community meeting at his 
residence, he said there is no way the King cann:\' «ay 
anything on issues involving the country. “This m.eans 
that even when his people come for help, the King will 
not say anything,” he added. 


Prince Bhekimpi said the Swaziland Federation of Trade 
Unions (SFTU), who presented a demand of a constitu- 
tional monarch, are out to overthrow government. "They 
want to shut the King up and take over the running of 
the Kingdom," he said. 

He said a constitutional King cannot solve the many 
misunderstandings in the country. "For instance, the 
King could have not solved the University trouble 
when he ordered students to go back to class after 
being dismissed by the Vice Chancellor,” said Prince 
Bhekimpi . 

He added: “The referendum is the only way the Swazi 
nation can disclose what they really want." He said it 
is the nation that will decide what they want through a 
national referendum. 


"The people will say what they want, and that can be 
done through a referendum,” said Prince Bhekimpi. 
He added: “If the people want parties then that will be 
followed.” 


Swaziland: Criticiem of King ‘Buying Time’, Not 
Delivering on Promises 

MBO103080096 Mbabane THE TIMES OF 
SWAZILAND in English 29 Feb 96 p 13 


[Article by Sam Malale] 


rt teh ny, 


maternal. 
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These are great developments, if they are to take off 
soon. 


However there are mixed feelings about such announce- 
ments. First, the King only mentioned these things when 
addvessing foreign diplomats. He has not mentioned it 
to ihe nation. A misgiving among political observers is 
that as these major political announcements are made to 
foreigners, they could be understood as expedient state- 
ments conveniently made because they are thought to 
be what foreign audience want to hear. 


Significantly, when the King spoke of reviving the Inde- 
Constitution during the opening of parliament, 
despite the fact that this was not the first time the sub- 
ject was mentioned, it was addressed in the same sort 
of vague manne’, without any time frame mentioned to 
indicate specific intentions to deal with the issue. 


True indeed, many of these things will definitely take 
place. It's the speed, the pace that can determine our 
future. It will be remembered that workers suspended 
the mass stayaway in order to give government time to 
“deliver the product”. 


A constitutional forum happens to be part of that 
“undelivered product.” The message is this, that as long 
as parties remain banned, Swaziland will be under a 


suspended mass stayaway. 


Whether or not Jan [(Sithole—Swaziland Federation of 
Trade Unions leader) can manoeuvre a successful one 
is not the issue. The issue is that progress is only 
guaranteed under some form of pressure. It is not an 
initiative from willing minds. 


Back to the King’s promise, he can reject the press 
reports tomorrow, and maintain that he was misrepre- 
sented, or quoted out of context. No one has ever sub- 
stantiated the promises. Only five months ago, the King 
told the South African people that Swazis did not want 
political parties. This submission was met with strong 
criticism here at home. It was to be followed by the 
biggest ever mass stay-away with a clear message that 
Swazis wanted change. 


Then came the British Baroness Lynda Chalker, and 
the King told her that the Independence Constitution 
would be revived. This was repeated during the opening 
of parliament. What is meant by the word “revive” is 
subject to debate. 


The latest comment from His Majesty has hit headlines. 
"King will review ban on political parties. Again the 
King was addressing a diplomat, the American Assistant 
Secretary of State for African Affairs, George Moose 
who had paid a courtesy call on the monarch. 
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This is the kind of talk Americans and other western 
donors love to h sar. But the question is, should we take 
to the streets in jubilation? Was the King talking for the 
benefit of the nation? There i: a lot of pessimism in this. 


For the King cannot revive parties without admitting 
that Tinkhundla [traditional community councils) has 
failed. Up to now nobody has called the advocates 
of party politics to hear their views, they are still 
regarded as dissidents. There are people up to now 
waiting to appear before a court of law for illegal 
demonstrations. There are people like Professor Diamini 
who suffered in the hands of the police during the 
vendors’s issue. Professor's crime was not explained. 
His dreadlocks flew all over the city of Manzini. An 
activist in Swaziland is not perhaps treated like in Iraq, 
but the intolerance is unquestionably there. 


His Majesty stated rightly, that change cannot be 
hurried. That it will be sometime before we achieve 
it. What is the obstacle? Who is standing in the way? 
If parties were to be unbanned tomorrow, would people 
die from that? Would the economy die from that? Not 
at all. 


The biggest obsta le to democracy, one might conclude, 
is a conservative. [sentence as published] As already 
said before, Tinkhundla fails the ultimate test of democ- 
racy in that it seeks to exclude all other political ideas. 
It is a dogmatic system founded on paternalistic rather 
than mass oriented sentiments. It is a system of eating 
rather than giving. It promotes the bulala [appointed by 
king) formula instead of meritocratic methods. Look at 
the question of access to the media. 


All the state run media are closed to people who have 
different political ideas. No Pudemo [People’s United 
Democratic Movement], SFTU [Swaziland Federation 
of Trade Unions), Swayoco [Swaziland Youth Con- 
gress), Ideal (Institute for Democracy and Leadership) 
and other literature can ever be allowed there. Such 
things are denied, when they are known to be true. 


Conservatives have certain fears about the future. They 
are strangers to democracy. But it is not the fears that 
Create problems. It's the privileges that will be forfeited 
when true accountability comes around. Someone once 
likened Swaziland to Russia before 1917. It was before 
the revolution. The King and the monarch in Russia was 
supreme, untouchable and feared. The outside world 
was told that all Russians wanted the monarchical 
government. 


Then suddenly, the Russians kicked their king from 
behind because they had waited and hoped that he 
would speed up reform, but he didn’t because he was 
ill-informed. And when a calamity occurred people 
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seized the opportunity and overthrew him. This was the 
consequence of slow, stage-managed reform. 


There was backwardness, ill-preparedness for the First 
World War that the Russian army did very badly indeed. 
And the generals, under the guidance of Lenin and 
Joseph Stalin entered the stage. 


The similarities are not only confined in politics. The 
economy too, suffers from severe disparities. The haves 
and have nots gap is such that when parties are 
unbanned, everybody will be saying “Top of our agenda 
is the plight of indigenous Swazis”. 


True indeed, black Swazis are at the bottom of the food 
chain. The Economic Vusela [consultative committee] 
highlighted these issues in great detail. But nothing has 
come of that. 


The Swaziland National Business Council is a product 
of economic disparities which must be addressed ur- 
gently. The economy itself will not grow until there is 
a commitment from labadzala [the elders] to allow free, 
fair and open politicking. Buying time can be dangerous 
even for the monarch itself. In the past years, particu- 
larly last year, the Public A ccounts Committee (PAC) 
pointed at a number of loopholes in the civil service. 
Some of those loopholes were actually traced to the 
system of Tinkhundla being too vulnerable to corrup- 
tion. 


Although nobody ululated in the streets after the an- 


future. People will be able to speak freely, to 
join, reject and rejoin any of the parties available. For 
a change, there will be no human scapegoats for failing 
to deliver. It will be a question of the whole party and 
its policies. 

For a change there will be a competitive house of 
parliament. For without some form of opposition, no 


Swaziland: Labor Leader Says No Need for U.S. 
Training 

MBO0203151596 Mbabane THE SWAZI NEWS 

in English 2 Mar 96 p 5 
(Report by Nhianhla Zwane) 

(FBIS Transcribed Text] MBABANE — Assistant Sec- 
retary General of the Swaziland Federation of Labour 


(SFL) Dan Mango has said union leaders do not need 
any training from the United States government. 
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He was reacting to a statement by Minister of Economic 
Planning and Development Themba Masuku who asked 
the Americans to help in training union leaders. 


Mr Mango said he believes what Mr Masuku said was 
just a slip of the tongue (liphume ngesisini). 


In an interview this week, he said union leaders are just 
Okay as they are and said deadlocks during negotiations 
are caused by lack of transparency and good faith, on the 
negotiators and not because union leaders lack training. 


Mr Masuku, when speaking with the US Assistant 
Secretary of State of African Affairs George Moose, 
said union leaders should be trained to understand that 
if markets change internationally, for instance in the 
Sugar industry, workers cannot get any increase when 
negotiating for salaries. 


Mr Mango said they di understand all this and added 
that before they embark on such negotiations, they first 
look at the inflation rate and the affordability of that 
particular company. 


He said they also understand when an employer states 
his reasons for not granting them whatever offer they 
want, if that employer is saying so in good faith. 


"Skills do not matter much but rather it is transparency 
and good faith that matters,” he said. 


Zimbabwe 


Zimbabwe: Civil Servants Administering Election 
Urged To Be Impartial 

MBO103202996 Harare Zimbabwe National 
Broadcasting Corporation Network in English 

1800 GMT I Mar 96 


(FBIS Transcribed Text] The chairman of the election 
directorate, Dr. (Mariawanda Nzuwa), has received a 
report on preparations for this month's presidential 
election from the province « 'ectoral steering committee. 
Dr. (Nzuwa) said civil servants who will administer the 
election should be impartial in executing their duties. He 
urged the civil servants to work for the voters country- 
wide, and not for a particular party. Dr. (Nzuwa) said the 
elections supervisory committee has made significant 
improvements on the quality of the voters’ roll and its 
accuracy. The steering committee has set up some 304 
polling stations in the Harare Province, 48 of which are 
tents while the rest are government establishments, like 
schools and council buildings. 
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Cote d’ Ivoire 


Cote d’Ivoire: Sierra Leone Government Team, 
Rebels End Talks 


AB0303 163796 Abidjan La Chaine Une Television 
Network in French 1300 GMT 3 Mar 96 


[Communique issued at the end of Sierra Leonean 
Government, RUF peace talks in Abidjan on 3 March] 


(FBIS Translated Text] Desirous of advancing efforts 
to restore peace and stability in Sierra Leone, the 
delegations of the Sierra Leonean Government and of 
the Revolutionary United Front [RUF] resumed their 
exploratory talks on 28 February and ended them on 
3 March under the chairmanship of Ivorian Foreign 
Minister Amara Essy. The peace talks took place in a 
warm and fraternal atmosphere. 


The two delegations, once again, examined the im- 
portant issues relating to the electoral process and the 
putting in place of a cease-fire. They reaffirmed their 
stands on the issues and pledged to further examine 
them. They also examined the conditions for improving 
supplies and humanitarian aid to the citizens affected by 
the Sierra Leonean conflict as soon as the situation per- 
mits it. The two delegations also agreed on the need for 
another meeting as soon as possible between Brigadier 
General Julius Maada Bio, Sierra Leonean head of state 
and chairman of the National Provisional Ruling Coun- 
cil, and RUF leader Corporal Foday Sankoh, with the as- 
sistance of the Ivorian Government. The meeting is cru- 
cial for establishing confidence between the two sides 
and for the success of the talks. 


The two sides, which recognized the role that the 
international community can play in the peace process, 
humanitarian aid, reconstruction of the country after 
the war, and rehabilitation efforts, exchanged views on 
its contribution to the peace process. Furthermore, they 
welcomed the presence at the meeting of the UN, OAU, 
Commonwealth, and International Alert Organization 
representatives and took note of their statements. The 
two side called on the international community to 
continue its assistance to Sierra Leone as a result of 
the seriousness of the situation and to the inhabitants 
affected by the war. They then appealed to humanitarian 
organizations to diversify the food they provide by 
including rice, which is Sierra Leone's staple food. 


Both delegations also examined the timetable for the 
next meetings and agreed to study the issue in order to 
make a decision by taking into account the progress be- 
ing made by the talks. The two delegations expressed 
their gratitude and appreciation to His Excellency Pres- 
ident Henri Konan Bedie, to the Ivorian Government 
and people for the excellent organization of their talks 
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and for the support brought to the two delegations. They 
also expressed their thanks and appreciation to the In- 
ternational Committee of the Red Cross for its precious 
contribution to the peace process and particularly for 
the logistical assistance brought to the RUF delegation 
to enable it to take part in the Abidjan exploratory talks. 


In view of the contiauation of the talks for peace and 
Stability in Sierra Leone, the two delegations agreed 
to meet in Cote d'Ivoire as soon as possible after 
consultations between the two sides. 


Liberia 


Liberia: Leader of "JLIMO-J Dismissed Under 
Various Accusations 


AB0303191796 London BBC World Service 
in English 1705 GMT 3 Mar 96 


(From the "Focus on Africa” program) 


{FBIS Transcribed Text] Now to Liberia, where the 
leader of the ULIMO-J [United Liberation Movement 
For Democracy in Liberia- Johnson] faction is in bad 
trouble with his colleagues. In recent months, Roosevelt 
Johnson's fighters have been involved in heavy clashes 
with the West African peacekeeping force, ECOMOG 
{Economic Community of West African States Cease- 
Fire Monitoring Group), in Tubmanburg. Today, it was 
announced that Johnson had been given the sack. Our 
Monrovia correspondent, Nyenati Allison, telexed this 


report: 


Commanders of the Krahn wing of ULIMO announced 
that they are replacing Roosevelt Johnson with a [word 
indistinct] university accounting student, (William 
Karyeh). In a statement issued here by nine executive 
members and all 25 commanders, including the influen- 
tial chief of staff, Arma Youlo, said the appointment of 
(Karyeh) takes immediate effect and accused Johnson 
of making unilateral decisions on what they called 
matters affecting the welfare of the fighters. They also 
cused Johnson of operating with the help of outsiders 
contrary to the objectives of the organization, diverting 
organizational funds for his personal use, and selling 
off jobs allotted to the movement under the Abuja 
Peace Accord. 


In keeping with the peace accord signed last August in 
Abuja, Nigeria, each of Liberia's seven warring factions 
have allotted positions in the current transitional gov- 
ernment charged to see the country through democratic 
elections in August this year. The statement also blamed 
Johnson for the fighting two months ago between ECO- 
MOG and ULIMO in Tubmanburg. The statement said: 
We will not condone and are totally opposed to further 
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acts of aggression designed to derail the peace process 
and have resolved to remove, dismiss, and replace Ma- 
jor General Johnson as national chairman of ULIMO 
with immediate effect. 


The statement called on ECOWAS [Economic Commu- 
nity of West African States) not to deal with Johnson 
On matters relating to the interest of ULIMO-J. It said 
Johnson will reta u his post as rural development min- 
ister under the Abuja agreement only if he cooperates 
and orders him to report himself to the faction’s Tub- 
manburg headquarters for further assignment. (sentence 
as heard) So far, there has been no reaction from Roo- 
sevelt Johnson. 


Liberia: New ULIMO-J Leader Interviewed, 
Profiled 


AB0403110896 London BBC World Service 
in English 0630 GMT 4 Mar 96 


(From the “Network Africa” program hosted by Max 
Bankole Jarrett) 


{(FBIS Transcribed Text] [Jarrett}) Members of the 
ULIMO-] [United Liberation Movement for Democ- 
racy in Liberia-Johnson}) have sacked their leader, 
Roosevelt Johnson. In a statement issued in Monrovis 
yesterday, the militia’s high command alleged that 
Johnson was responsible for the recent fighting in 
the northwestern town of Tubmanburg. The ULIMO 
commanders then voted in William Karyeh as their 
new leader. On the line to Monrovia, Anna Buckley 
asked him why General Johnson had been deposed. 


(Begin recording) [Karyeh] Mr. Roosevelt Johnson has 
failed to smooth the relationship between ULIMO-J 
and ECOMOG [Economic Community of West African 
States Cease-Fire Monitoring Group). For, today, we 
are having problem upon problem only because of the 
leadership. 


{Buckley} Why do you think they chose you to be the 
new leader of ULIMO-)? 


(Karyeh) | would believe that they see some capability 
in me. Our agreement in the past, and inter- 
nationally, that General Roosevelt Johnson had been en- 
gaging into as the leader of the organization, whosoever 
succeeds him, he still stands by this agreement. Deci- 
sions that were made in the past in the interest, only in 
the interest, of the organization will be respected. 


(Buckley) What do you think Roosevelt Johnson will 
do now? 


(Karyeh} What I think he will do, [is) to accept a 
position into the organization of which he is still a 
member. (end recording] 
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(Jarrett) William Karyeh. To find out more about the 
leadership struggle in the ULIMO-J militia, I spoke to 
our reporter, Budu Kaiser. I asked him first if much was 
known about William Karyeh. 


(Kaiser) He is a soft-spoken young man, really, from the 
Krahn ethaic group of Roosevelt Johnson, and before 
his appointment he had been holding the post of logistic 
officer for ULIMO-J. 


[Jarrett] Does he have a political history in Liberia? Was 
he around in the 70’s at the same time as such people 
as Mr. Taylor, Mr. Koromah, and Mr. Sawyer? 


(Kaiser) He appears to be in his early 30's, really, and 
he is a graduating accounting student at University of 
Liberia. He has the backing, really, of Arma Youlo, the 
chief of staff of ULIMO-J and other senior members 
of tte movement. But, he appears inexperienced and 
somebody who is likely to be pulled around. 


[Jarrett] So, how has Gen. Johnson reacted to this? 


(Kaiser) Up to now he has not commented on the 
situation. He held a press conference Sunday (3 March], 
and he just didn’t bother to comment on the issue. 
He spoke with some journalists, but said that he feels 
that he is still in control, he is still leader of the 
faction. But, in reality, it would appear that he is not 
in control. Technically, Arma Youlo, who is supporting 
the new guy, has been the one who has been running the 
Organization, and with his withdrawal from Johnson, it 
would mean that Johnson is left in the cold. 


(Jarrett) Does Roosevelt Johnson have any chance now 
to regain his position at the top of ULIMO-J? 


(Kaiser) It remains unclear to see how Roosevelt 
Johnson can be able to go back and claim leadership 
of the organization, but again one can not be absolutely 
sure, because, ULIMO-J is noted for troubleshooting, 
especially, when there is problem. And so, maybe, 
Johnson could wait for one of these occasions to be able 
to shoot his way back into leadership. [end recording) 


Liberia: Johnson Denies Expulsion From ULIMO-J 
Leadership 


AB0403112296 Paris AFP in English 
1041 GMT 04 Mar 96 


(FBIS Transcribed Excerpt] Monrovia, March 4 (AFP) 
— Liberian warlord "General" Roosevelt Johnson on 
Monday said he still leads the Krahn wing of the United 
Liberation Movement (ULIMO-J) despite a statement 
by members of the faction announcing his removal. 


Johnson described the weekend move by some of the 
faction’s frontline commanders and executive council 
members as “illegal.” 
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"I am still the leader of ULIMO-J,” he told AFP in a 
telephone interview on Monday. 


“Those who tried to remove me are a bunch of dissidents 
headed by Raleigh Seekie,” the former governor of the 
National L ank of Liberia and one of the signatories of 
the statement announcing Johnson's removal. 


Johnson last month removed Seekie from his position 
and replaced him with Ignatius Clay, a close associate 
of his own. (passage omitted) 


In a statement sacking Johnson, signed by 26 of 29 
ULIMO-J frontline commanders and nine of the 10 
members of its executive council, the guerrillas accused 
Johnson of failing "to move the peace process forward 
under the Abuja accord.” 


They said Johnson had been replaced with “brigadier 
general” William Karyee as acting chairman of ULIMO- 
J. 


The commanders said Johnson's present position in 
the government as minister of rural development was 
not affected, but ordered him to report to ULIMO-J's 
headquarters in Tubmanburg (60 kilometers/35 miles 
north of Monrovia) for re-assignment “without delay." 


"Johnson has brought massive destruction of lives and 
properties in the (faction’s) controlled territories, thus 
eroding confidence and integrity of the organiza'ion," 
the commanders charged. 


They also accused Juhnson of “running a one-man 
army” since he became chairman of ULIMO-J in early 
1995. [passage omitted] 


Niger 


Niger: Prime Minister’s Address on State of 
Economy 


AB0203151896 Niamey Voix du Sahel Network 
in French 1900 GMT 29 Feb 96 


(Prime Minister Boukari Adji’s address to the Council 
of State on the state of the cou "try’s economy in Niamey 
on 29 February — recorded, 


(FBIS Translated Text) As you know, the national econ- 
omy has reserved a significant place for the primary 
sectors, especially the agricultural sector and in the pro- 
of national research, thus rendering it fragile 
it is too much dependent on climatic factors 
fluctuation 
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goes without saying that the shadow of hunger on hu- 
man beings and animals constitutes a permanent feature. 
Added to this is the degradation of the already precar- 
ious conditions of life of the rural dwellers. Another 
characteristic of Niger's economy is the weak compet- 
itiveness of our enterprises, due especially, to the poor 
performance of the factors of production, the absence 
of an institutional and encouraging environment capa- 
ble of attracung foreign investors in a an atmosphere 
where world competition is particularly keen. 


The devaluation of the CFA [African Financial Com- 
munity] francs in January 1994 was aimed at improving 
our competitiveness, but as you know, policies of this 
nature, no matter how well-intentioned they are, often 
take a lot of time before yielding their results. It also 
calls for the implementation of a number of accompa- 
nying measures, especially the need to control inflation, 
the restoration of the productive sectors, and a profound 
legal and fiscal environment. 


In another context, the resources available for the 
financing of productive investments are extremely rare 
due to weak savings and external assistance. The 
banking sector, which was supposed to help in financing 
development, also proved to be inoperative because of 
the insufficiency of long-term deposits which can be 
used to finance development. Structurally, the economy 
continues to be weakened by the somehow anarchical 
development of the informal sector. At any rate, this 
sector, which is affected by fraud, evades taxes to a large 
extent. Consequently, this has made us to pin all hopes 
of tax collection on the modern sector with the real risks 
of suffocating it. There are imbalances in the economy 
of Niger. They are most pronounced at the level of 
public finances. In this regard, fiscal pressure was 
established at 6 percent of the Gross Domestic Product 
(GDP) in 1994 and at 7.5 percent of the GDP in 1995. 
Wen we compare Niger's situation with those of our 
neighboring countries, this fiscal pressure refiects the 
lack of fiscal discipline and the dislocation experienced 
over the past few years as to the principal financial 
systems. Such a performance leaves the country in 
the inability to withstand a minimum of expenses as 
a sovereign nation. At the level of the treasury, we 
often have to face difficulties of arbitration which are 
harmful to the harmonious development of priority 
sectors, especially the sectors of health, education, and 
security. 


In the same context, the level of our current expenditure 
is far higher than that of available resources. The 
level of the wage bill is of great concern, reaching 
sometimes over 100 percent of our fiscal receipts. In 
other words, the state is forced to borrow money to pay 
salaries. In all, the debasement of the public finances 
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resulted into a large accumulation of salary payments 
— over 182 billion CFA francs, according to the latest 
estimates. I have also pointed this out. This has not only 
affected the credibility of the state at the national and 
internauional levels, but has also jeopardized our efforts 
at boosting the economy. Indeed, the accumulation of 
foreign debt payments led to a freeze on development 
projects which resulted in the blocking of important 
productive investments. As for home the debt, it has 
stifled certain enterprises and businessmen and state 
workers. Furthermore, the accumulation of our external 
payments has made debt servicing unbearable. This 
represents more than 34 percent of our export receipts 
and over 70 percent of last year’s budget receipts. We 
have observed that 70 percent of our tax receipts has 
been devoted to debt servicing. 


Consequently, [words indistinct] Niger, according to the 
human development ratings published recently by the 
UNDP, is one of the least developed counties on the 
pianet in the fields of education, health, and income. 
Only the example of health is enough to illustrate the 
reality of the situation. Indeed, out of every 1,000 new 
babies, 123 die before the age of one year. Furthermore, 
the rate of mortality — both infants and adolescents — 
stands at 318 out of 1,000. Ladies and gentlemen, this, 
in a nutshell, is the state of our national economy, a 
disturbing situation in many respects, you will agree 
with me. 


For the time being, the traditional measures that we have 
adopted do not seem to be of any big avail. Indeed, 
boosting the economy through consumption could prove 
inefficient in a context where the household income in 
the rural areas is irregular and even inexistent. This 
policy is translated by excessive pressure on our already 
limited exchange reserves, without counting the risk of 
an inflationist tendency in the absence of a policy of 
offer. Boosting the economy through investments seems 
to be the most appropriate method, if we are prepared 
to accept all the implications. 

Reviving economic activities in the secondary sector is 
a source of lasting job creation. In this field too, there 
have been large [words indistinct] because of the state 
continues to be unable to pay arrears in regard to certain 
sectors of the economy and the expected funding by our 
development partners has been blocked owing to the 
nonpayment of arrears. 


Lastly, boosting the economy through exports appears 
to be less evident owing to the weak reaction of this sec- 
tor to the recent devaluation measure, at least regarding 
official exports. Added to this is a significant fact that 
you already know — the position of the international 
community on the recent events which has led to the 
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temporary — we hope — suspension of external aid, 
without counting the wait-and-see attitude regarding the 
conclusion of negotiations with the Bretton Woods in- 
stitutions. However, | can assure you that the National 
Salvation Council [CSN] and the government are ac- 
tively working to find a happy end to this situation. 


In the face of the economic situation that I have just 
depicted, and on accoum of the limited scope of the 
traditional methods of boosting economic activities, it 
seems necessary to me that the actions remain to be 
undertaken are within the context of stabilization aimed 
at reorganizing public finances and the continuation 
of the essential structural reforms. It is, of course, a 
long and exacting job that will certainly go beyond the 
transition period. [passage indistinct] In the first place, 
the reorganization of the public finances will enable the 
State to face its essential missions and ensure the regular 
debt servicing and create the appropriate conditions for 
boosting investments and production. By so doing, it 
will be possible for us in the long term to overcome the 
chronic unemployment situation in our country, notably 
the unemployment of our young graduates. 


As for the structural reforms, they reinforce the chances 
of our country in a world where our survival depends 
on our ability to take up the challenges of international! 
competition. To sum up, we should undertake two main 
acts, namely the reorganization of the public finances 
through enhanced internal efforts, notably through the 
active mobilization of internal resources based on the 
restoration of fiscal good citizenship, (words indistinct}, 
keeping the wage bill under control, and a reduction in 
the life-style of the state. Second, the improvement of 
the sociopolitical and economic environment in order 
to create a Climate of stability that can promote the 
development of private enterprise since the principle of 
State disinvestment in this nascent sector has already 


been adopted. 


The stability of the nascent economic environment wil! 
make the future more (?promising) for the private sector. 
In this context, the implementation of the different 
multisectorial structural reforms should start now. These 
should include the reform of the labor code and the 
reorganization of public enterprises. We expect our 
development partners to support our internal adjustment 
efforts by providing the adequate financial resources. 
Nevertheless, it seems also essential to us that this aid 
should come to encourage our internal efforts which our 
development partners cannot make for us. 


In conclusion, to meet all the conditions for success, 
our efforts at boosting the economy must obviously 
be placed within the logic of a coherent medium-scale 
program. This is the occasion to reaffirm the promise 
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and the government to continue the efforts 
upon with our development 
is absolutely necessary, io my mind, to 
as carly as possible a strategy that can 
ovement of the standard of living of 
-working population. Obviously, I would like 
to be in conformity with the aspirations 
social partners and the whole population. 
must present in a coherent report all the 
the various ca egories of workers by taking 
the real possibilities of the economy into consideration. 
This report must prescribe the ways and means for us 
to attain the objectives accepted by all. Indeed, it is 
Capital to reach a national consensus on a program, a 
sort of national solidarity pact that wili be approved and 


supported by all. Thank you. 


Nigeria 
Nigeria: Local Press Claims Observers Invited for 
lections 
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AB0303174296 Paris AFP in English 
1337 GMT 3 Mar 96 


{(FBIS Transcribed Text] Lagos, Mar 3 (AFP) — 
The Nigerian Government has invited international 
observers to monitor this month's municipal elections 
throughout the country, press reports said here Sunday 
(3 March]. 


Three observer teams from the United States including 
journalists from the ABC television network and the 
BOSTON GLOBE newspaper and members of the 
Congressional Black Caucus and other pressure groups 
have been invited, the reports said. 


The report’ have not been officially confirmed. 


The elections set for March 16 to 25 on a "no-party 
basis” will be the first sirce June 12, 1993, presidential 
elections that were later annulled by the military. 

Chief Moshood Abiola, the millionaire politician widely 
believed to have won the 1993 presidential poll, is cur- 
rently detained on charges of treason after he proclaimed 
himself president of Nigeria on the basis of that elec- 
tion. The annulment of that election, adjudged free and 
fair by local and international observers, plunged Nige- 
ria into a political crisis which it has yet to overcome. 


Nigerta: Government — ‘No Pian To Invite’ 
Observers for Election 

AB0303175296 Kaduna Radio Nigeria in English 
1700 GMT 3 Mar 96 

(FBIS Transcribed Text] The Federal Government says 


it has no plan to invite international observers to monitor 
the forthcoming local government election. The minister 
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of special duties, Alhaji Wada Nas, disclosed this in an 
interview with our correspondent in Bauchi. He said, 
however, that the government will not refuse permission 
to foreign observers wishing to come to Nigeria to 
witness the election. 


Alhaji Wada Nas also denied reports that there has been 
conflict among the various Committees set up on the 
transition to civil rule. He said duties of each committee 
have been clearly spelt out and (?did not see) why there 
should be any conflict. 


The minister said that the government was aware 
of sinister moves by Nadeco [National Democratic 
Coalition) to sponsor candidates for the zero-party 
election with the aim of causing confusion in the 
country. 


Nigeria: Government Closes Border With Benin; 
No Reason Given 


AB0103202096 Libreville Africa No. 1 in French 
1830 GMT | Mar 96 


[FBIS Translated Text} Nigeria has decided to close its 
borders but the Abuja authorities have not given any 
reasons to justify this decision. From Lagos, Africa No. 
1 correspondent Tunde Fatunde reports: 


{Begin Fatunde recording] To everybody's surprise, 
the Nigerian security forces, armed to the teeth, today 
drove back travelers at the two meridional border posts 
separating Benin and Nigeria. Furthermore, according 
to eyewitnesses, all the vehicles approaching the Seme 
border post were thoroughly searched. Meanwhile, the 
hundreds of thousand foreigners desiring to go to 
Nigeria by road have been blocked at the border. No 
official explanation was given to justify this measure 
which has greatly disrupted the traders’ plans. It is 
not known how long the border will remain closed. 
According to sources close to the Presidency in Abuja, 
the new Nigerian federal capital, all the land borders 
could remain closed till at least 23 March for two main 
reasons: 


One, the Nigerian military junta is afraid lest its 
opponents residing in the neighboring Benin Republic 
cross the border secretly to disrupt the different stages 
of the municipal elections organized on nonparty basis. 
These elections will end on 23 March. 


Second, the need to closely watch the border with 
Cameroon owing to the tension on the Bakassi penin- 
sula, a border region whose sovereignty is fiercely con- 
tested between Abuja and Yaounde. [end recording] 
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Nigeria: Catholic Bishops Issue Communique on 
Current Situation 

ABO0303232096 Lagos NTA Television Network 

in English 2000 GMT 3 Mar 96 


(FBIS Transcribed Text} The first plenary meeting of 
the Catholic bishops’ conference of Nigeria for this year 
has ended in Lagos with a call for intensified prayers 
for the healing of the nation. In a 10-point communique, 
issued at the end of the meeting, the bishops observed 
that the situation in the country today is in urgent need 
of healing. 


The problem, they noted, is evident in the various 
spheres of the nation’s life, beginning from the moral 
and spiritual through the political, social, and economic 
» international relations. 


The bishops, therefore, urged Nigerians to turn to God 
at this time of distress with renewed hearts and work 
together for justice, reconciliation, democracy, good 
governance, peace and prosperity. 


Nigeria: Catholic Church Official Discusses 
Communique 


AB0403114696 London BBC World Service 
in English 0630 GMT 4 Mar 96 


[From the "Network Africa” program] 


{[FBIS Transcribed Text} Roman Catholic bishops in 
Nigeria have urged the government to release all po- 
litical prisoners and to return the country to democratic 
rule. They made their demands in a statement entitled: 
Healing the Nation, issued at the end of a week-long 
episcopal conference. The Nigerian bishops stressed that 
the urgent action was needed to heal the country’s 
wounds. On the line to Lagos, Vicky Nteteme asked 
the secretary general of the Nigerian Catholic Secre- 
tariat, Father Matthew Hassan-Cooker, why the bishops 
were taking such a strong stand: 


{Begin recording) {Hassan-Cooker] The bishops are 
committed to ensuring that this transition program does 
aot end up like the one that preceded it, because it took 
us eight years, and we just discovered at the end of it 
all that it was, you know, eight wasted years. 


[Nteteme] But, you are also talking about the release of 
political prisoners and also the return to democratic rule 
in Nigeria? 

{Hassan-Cooker] The return to democratic rule is an im- 
perative. | mean, the soldiers have admitted themselves 
that they have no business being where they have al- 
ways been, and we are committed to ensuring that this 
will be the last transition program — not just because 
the soldiers have said so, but | think, you know, the 
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bishops are clear in their minds that it is the responsi- 
bility of Nigerians to take their destiny into their hands 
and insist that this will be the last military administra- 
tion. The real call for the unconditional release of all 
political detainees is that, first of all, they are the main 
actors. | mean, the key actor in this whole thing is Chief 
M.K.O. Abiola, and the argument is that as long as he is 
still held in detention we really cannot be talking about 
reconciliation, we cannot be talking about a transition. 


(Nteteme] Shouldn't these churches speak on religious 
affairs rather than mix religious affairs and state affairs 
as it says in the Bible, Father? 


{Hassan-Cooker) First of all, every bishop, every priest, 
every Christian is first of all a Nigerian. The same 
people who go to vote are the same people who go to 
church. So each and everyone of us has both a political 
and a religious responsibility. 


(Nteteme] Now, considering the fact that at the interna- 
tional level, the Nigerian Government has been under 
pressure to release the political prisoners and also to 
return to democratic rule, why do you think that the 
military government will listen to you as a church? 


{Hassan-Cooker] Clearly, the international community 
has not demonstrated sufficient goodwill. I mean, its at- 
tention span has proved to be severely limited. Most of 
the countries that recalled their ambassadors, all the am- 
bassadors... [pauses] | mean, most of the ambassadors 
are back without any substantial gains being made. And 
I think that Nigerians have to wake up to the fact that 
we cannot achieve democracy by proxy. [end recording] 


Nigeria: Health Ministry Taking Measures To 
Contain Disease Outbreak 


AB0203190396 Lagos Radio Nigeria Network 
in English 1800 GMT 2 Mar 96 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] The Federal Ministry of Health 
Says it is taking further measures to contain the outbreak 
of cerebro-spinal meningitis, measles, and gastro entritis 
in some parts of the country. In a statement, the 
ministry says that over 8 million doses of vaccines and 
substantial quantities of antibiotics, as well as infusion 
fluids, have been distributed to the affected states. In 
addition, the Federal Government has placed order for 
10 million doses of vaccines. It says that arrangements 
have been concluded to immunize people in urban areas 
of the affected states. According to the ministry, the total 
number of reported cases is 9,400, while the death toll 
stands at 1,200. 
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AB0303134696 Kaduna Radio Nigeria in English 
1700 GMT 2 Mar 96 


(Commeatary by Abdulkarim al-Bashir) 


(FBIS Transcribed Text) Some unliberated minds may 
be quick in pointing out that South-South technology 
is not quite developed and so until then Euro-American 
technology remains the only viable option. As true as 
this is, the fact also remains that the Indians, Chinese, 
and Iranians are the manufacturers of some of their 
own technology such as wireless broadcasting, railways, 
locomotives, oil drilling instruments, and many more. 

sum total, they have successfully reduced their 


reasonable circumstance, be said to be underdeveloped; 
at least they are ahead of us, and what is more, their 
continued friendship could be guaranteed. 


In the face of the North American free zone trade, 
the unification of Europe, and the globalist plans being 
put in the West aimed at denying technology and 
sovereignty to developing countries through measures of 
a deceitful and intriguing nature, we must be determined 
more than ever before to search for lasting friends from 
the countries of the South-South. It is pleasing that we 
are on the way to doing this. A cooperation agreement 
has been signed with Iran in the area of oil technology. 
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situation today. To develop, we must invest heavily in 
research programs. This has not been very much the case 
with us. However, there appears a greater appreciation 
of this as enunciated in the 1996 budget. There is a very 
serious snag — lack of utilization of existing fruits of 
research findings by commercialists. The Raw Material 
Research and Development Council, RMRDC, came out 
recently to complain bitterly of this development. A way 
must be found around it and hopefully, the budget would 
be respectful to its thrust on the matter. 


Next is the need to complete those projects with 
multiplier effects such as the Ajaokuta Steel Company, 
which is said to be capable of fabricating components 
for \ arious industrial establishments if completed. It is 
said that it could do to any other industry what it did 
to the Kaduna Refinery. It is therefore in the interest of 
the technoeconomic development of the country to have 
the company on stream as soon as possible. The Abacha 
regime is said to be fully committed to its completion 
before it hands over [power] in 1998. This would be 
one of the best legacies it be leaving behind should 
the promise come through, and he would go down in 
history as one leader who tirelessly worked for the 
technical dignity of the country. Ajaokuta is a must 
for our technological breakthrough and so everything 
possible should be done to make it a reality. 


The sum total here is that we must start developing 
and completing those structures that would reduce very 
considerably our overdependence on foreign sources for 
our overall development. This is our surest road to true 
independence and greatness. Thus, as we search for 
friends in the East and South-South, we must not at 
the same time lose sight of internal efforts in achieving 
our goals of development. 


Sierra Leone 


Sierra Leone: Radio Announces Presidential, 
Legislative Election Results 


AB0303221396 Freetown SLBS Radio in English 
2000 GMT 3 Mar 96 


(FBIS Transcribed Text] The Sierra Leone People's 
Party, SLPP, has captured the largest number of seats 
in the new 68-member Parliament following last week's 
parliamentary and presidential elections. According to 
results released by INEC [Independent National Elec- 
toral Commission], the SLPP gained 36 percent of the 
total votes cast, followed by the United National Peo- 
ple’s Party, UNPP, with 21 percent while the People's 
Democratic Party, PDP-Sobeh, polled 15 percent of the 
votes. The All People’s Congress, APC, and the Na- 
tional Unity Party, NUP, got less than five percent each. 
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All the remaining eight political parties polled (words 


y, 
United National People’s Party with 161,618. Thaimu 
of PDP-Sobeh is third with 114,409 votes. 
to INEC chairman, James Jonah, none of 
made the 55 percent mark as required by 
al decree. He said there have been [words 
in the presidential race. 


will determine the number of seats to be occupied 
party represented (?in the) presidential polls. 
results are likely to be slightly altered after what 
ames Jonah called five (?questionable) parties are 
with. The INEC chairman (?lauded the attempts 
ierra Leone to return to democratic rule. Over 60 
t of the registered voters were able to cast their 


i 


< 
3 § 


ayer 


Sterra Leone: Head of Military Government 
Accepts Election Results 

AB0403113496 Paris AFP in English 

1121 GMT 04 Mar 96 


(FBIS Transcribed Excerpt) Freetown, March 4 (AFP) 
— Sierra Leone’s head of state Brigadier General 


FBIS-AFR-96-043 
4 March 1996 


Julius Maada Bio on Monday said his government has 
accepted the results of presidential and general elections 
set to end four years of military rule. [passage omitted) 


A second round will be held by March 17, according to 
Maada Bio’s statement Monday, in compliance with a 
14-day limit set by a 1995 presidential decree. 


"The most important vote still lies ahead," he said. 


He also said a curfew imposed a week ago would be 
lifted on Monday “to give the candidates an opportunity 
to campaign.” (passage omitted) 


The statement said Maada Bio had “already instructed 
the chief of defence staff and the inspector general of 
police to ensure that security is enhanced to again ensure 
maximum voter turn out on polling day". (passage 
omitted] 
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